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7 er 
1 as 4 thy 
LOT 


His ROYAL HIN RSG 
GEORGE 
Purnce of WALES, g 


Dearly Beloved Prince, 


x 5 ROM Chriſtian Principles, with 
Gs. becoming Humility and Reſpect, 


I Royal Highneſs My following Eſſay, in 
 } vrder to beget in you the Higheſt Taſte | 
and Reliſh that is poſſible for a Rational 
: Mind to have, for the Soul Delights of 
. che Sublime Religion of the Holy Insus, | 
„The Bleſſed and only Potentate the 
EKing of kings and Lord of lords“, 
I TIN. vi- 15. which Divine Pleaſures 
1 &: Your 


In Sinoerity of Heart I Preſent to Your ; | 


(i 0 

Your Royal Highneſ s cannot Participate 
without His Gracious Aſſiſtance. - "Jon 
xv. 5. by His Holy Spirit dwelling in 
You ; for If you have not the Spirit of 
cc Chriſt, You are none of His. And if 
% Chriſt be in you, the Body is dead 
becauſe of Sin, but the Spirit is Life 
becauſe of Ri ighteonſneſs, Norm. vill. 9. 
10. which cauſes Peace and Joy 1 in the 
Holy Ghoſt, Ch. xiv. 17. Therefore per- 
mit me humbly to intreat your Royal 

Highneſs not to reſt ſatisfied, unleſs you 
experience the ſanctifying Influences of 
God's Holy Spirit, Governing your 
Thoughts, Words, and Actions, which 
You cannot be certain of but by Sin- 
cerely Defiring and Endeavouring to 
render Your Self acceptable and well 


Pleaſing to Almighty God in Every 
Action of Your Life, That“ whether You 


«eat or drink, or whatſoever You do, to do 
1 all to the ar of God, 1 Cor. x. 31. 


that 


40 


1 
. 


A 


"8 


A 


n) 


that Every thaw may Redound to His 


Honour and Praiſe, in whom we live, 


« move, and have our Bein g Ads xvii. 28. 


King Salmon the Wiſeſt and 
Wealthieſt of all Kings that eyer was, or 


ever will be, 2 Chron. 1. 12. hath aſſured 


us that theSolid Durable Satisfactory Plea- 


ſures of Wiſdom (Spiritual Underſtanding) 
is Infinitely Preferable to the greateſt 


abundance of the moſt-refined Silver and 


Gold, or the valuableſt of Jewels, or 


any Worldly Riches, Pleaſures, and Ho- 
. nours whatſoever, and that if Mankind 
would © Incline Their Ear unto Wiſdom, 
«and apply. their Heart to Underſtanding, 


60 «© by making That to be their Earneſt Sin- 


cere Requeſt to God, and uſe their Rea- 
ſonable Powers and Faculties in the Search 
1 It, as they would after Farthly Hid 
Treaſures which they knew were deeply 


1 ſecreted i in a particular Spot of Ground. 
% That then they would underſtand the 


A 2 | % Fear 


I 


(iv) 

Pear of the Lord, and find the Kwow- 
ledge of God. Prov. ii. 2 to 6. which 
Is to hate Evil, Pride and Arrogancy, 
« and to be in Poſſeſſion of Counſel and 
« ſound Wiſdom, Underſtanding and 
Strength, by whom Kings Reign: and 
Princes decree Juſtice, Who love all 
Thoſe that Love Her, And Thoſe that 
ſeek Her Early will find Her. Prov, 
viii. 13 to 18, 

Spiritual Wiſdom and Underflandingwill 
compleatly qualify Vour Royal Highneſs 
to Lanch out into the Difficult and Trou- 
bleſome Sea of Kingly Government. 
« Truſt in the Lord with all your 
Heart, and lean not unto your own 
« Underſtanding: In all your Ways ac- 
«© knowledge Him, and he will direct 
Your Paths : Be not wife in Your own 
Eyes, fear the Lord, and depart from 
« Evil. Prov. Hi. 5, 6. 7. light 
* Your ſelf in the Lord, and He will give 
-« You the Deſires of Your Heart Commit 

| „ Your 
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191 
« Your Way unto the Lord: truſt alſo in 
« Him, and He will bring Your Deſires 
ce to paſs, P/. xxxvii. 4. 5. 

Dear PRINCE, pleaſe to permit 
the Holy Bible to be Your Daily Coun- 
ſeller, All Writings which have not 
a Tendency to beget in Vour Royal High- 
neſs a Real Love and Eſteem for the Divine 
Oracles, are vain and trifling in Compa- 


tiſon of All Thoſe which have ſuch a Ten- 


dency: All Books that inſinuate to our 


Minds to think Superficially or ſlightly of 


The Declared Will of God ought to be 


| ſhun'd As Infection of the moſt malignant 


Nature, or as Poiſon of the moſt deſtructive 
Kind. Therefore it 1s the IndiſpenſibleDuty . 
of all Real Chriſtians that are in Poſſeſſion 


of ſuch Books, to cauſe them to be Burned, 
as thoſe many Believers did theirs in the 


Apoſtles Days, which Books coſt Fifty 
Thouſand Pieces of Silver, A&s xix. 19. 


O That the Word of God Thus 
mightily grew and prevailed in Our Day: 
Then all Deiſtical, Profane, Irreligious Books 
would be made Bon- -fires of, which would 


Lu 

be A Delightful Sight to all ſincere 
Chriſtians, not excepting — gud | 
Bookſellers. 
\ Young King Joshua was commanded 
by God very frequently. to meditate in the 
Sacred Written Law, that He might be 
very careful and punctual to Obey It, in 
Order to make His Way Proſperous, and 
to have good Succeſs in his Kingly Go- 
vernment, 7b. i. 7. 8. which the Sacred 
Hiſtory Informs us he had, for the Lord was 
with Him, who cauſed His Fame to be made 
very great. chap. vi. 27. He having made an 
Excellent Reſolution, That Whatſoever 
«Others did, That He and His Houſe would 
« ſerve the Lord” Joſb. xxiv. 1 5. By Your 
Royal Highneſs making TheLike Glorious 
Reſolution, You will draw down the 
Bleſſings of Almighty God in a very 
peculiar and diſtinguiſhing Manner. For 

with Spiritual Underſtanding are « Riches 
« and Honour, Yea Durable Riches and 
60 Righteouſneſs, whoſe Fruit is better than 
« Gold, Yea than fine Gold, and whoſe 
Revenue is _ than choice Silver,” 

Prov. vil, 1 I From 


[vi 7 

From a Principle of Real Love tõ You 
and to this Our Native Country, I moſt 
Humbly and Earneſtly Beſeech Your Royal 
Highneſs to mike Application to Your 
Honoured Grandfather Our Good King, and 
to Our Worthy Parliament, that You might. 

have Earthly Authority to Enter into the 
Honourable and Happy State of Matri- | 
mony, with any One Young Lady, not 
exceeding Your Own Age, Out of any 
Proteſtant NOBLEMAN's Family, either 
in England or Foreign Parts, as You ſhall 
have Wiſdom from God to make Choice 
of, For A PrudentWife is from the Lord, 


„ Prov. xix. 14. Her Price is far above 


« Rubies, who will do Her Husband Good 
c and not evil all the Days of Her Life, 
Prov, XXXi. T0. 112 And if Vou will apply 


to God in Sincerity, in the Courſe of His 
Providence, He will direct You whom 
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to make Choice of for a Wife, that will 
be a very great Bleſſing to Vour Self, Royal 


Family, Our N ation, and to the World in 
General 


Your Royal Highneſs to be Limited by 


Human 


5 be exceeding careful, ſo as not to make 


cw] 


Human Laws to Marry No One Lady 
but of Royal Blood, is in my humble 
Apprehenſion not wel leaſing to God, 
who has not in His Holy Word lidan ty 
Reſtrictions on Your Royal Hig nel, The 
Sacred Scriptures aſſure Us, That C Mar- 
« riage is Honourable in all and the Bed 
ce undefiled, but Whoremongers and Adul- 
« terers God will judge, Heb. xiii. 4. 
Therefore All Human Authority ſhould: 


Laws contrary to, or Inconſiſtent with 
that Freedom and Liberty, which God 
gives to Mankind to Enjoy, who has not 


laid either Kings, Princes, or People under 
any ſuch Obligation, for the Sacred Scrip-- 
tures forbid Matrimony to No One, but to 
thoſe who are nearly allied to one e another 


by Conſanguinity. Q 0060 | 
With preat Humility I ſubſcribe my ſelf _ 


Iour Royal Highneſſes very Affectionate 
and Obedient Servant at Command, in 
any Thing that will not be Acting 
Contrary to, or Inconſiſtent with the Rules 
and Directions of the Holy Bible, 


Edward Goldney, Sen 


St. James, 
London, July 25, 1759. 
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I HE Ofortavs Belign, the Grand 
End of ths Religion of be Bleff- | 
ed Jeſus, wi ell gracioully! 
8 WW” intended by Almiglit) God, 48 
CERT fappy tens of ciufng Man- 
kind; to Rec, Eonoble;Exatt, yeaPerfee & theic 
pottated' Natüres, to inſtfuck t. nem to be the. 
roughly contented'i in their various circutnſtances 
50 ſituations of life, each individual to enjoy life 


wfortable: on earth and  compleatly ſo in 
— . heaven 
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. Heaven, 10 imitate ad ieheedl trim; in aft un 


imitable perfections, to cauſe them to diffuſe 
or extend their moſt unfeigfied love and cha- 


rity, real ads of kindneſs and goodneſs to all. 


their Fellow Creatures under the whole Canopy 


of Heaven, x 


For as the united 1 88 of? „ are 
over all his works extended through dp. whole 
creation, ſo the Diſciples Indeed or real friends 
of Chrift are to be as extenfive in their love 
and friendſhip, - real acts of kindneſs and good- 
neſs, to every individual of mankind, enemies 
not excepted, CCC a Bok 


'T hereſore heſberer makes pretences to 


Chriſtianity and complies with all its ceremo- 


Dial inſtitutions, but are void of the Heaven 


Born Grace of aniverſal Love or Charity, Real 


Goodiieſs, adts of kindneſs, and beneficience to 
their. Fellow Creatures, are only baſe lying 


pypocritical pretenders of Religion, whether 
they term theinſelves Proteſtant, .Catholick, 
Chriſtians, or Roman Popiſh Catholick Chriſ- 
duns, if St. John the Beloved Diſciple of the 


Bleſſed 
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cal Chap iv. 40, 21, 


Flhe very cement or bond of Society among 
Reafonable creatures muſt be founded on Reci- 
procal love, acts of mutual kindneſs and friend- 
ſhip, if they are” conformable to and conſiſtent 
with the Univerſal Grand Society of the A poſe 
tolick Catholick Church- of Chriſt; as St; Paul 
very affectionately and elegently ſets forth in 
his Bpiſtle to the Epheſians; Cliap: iv. to ver. 
27. Which all denoniinativa of Chriſtians 
would do well thoroughly to conſider, well 
weigh, continually having it ih their minds, 
and practiſing of it ini their lives, and I think 
it might be of very great ule for every indivi- 
dual Chriſtian to learn thoſe fixteen Verſes by 
heart, witli many other practical paſſages of 
holy writ, which would affiſt them to com- 
mune with themſelves or others very profita- 
bly, to live. very uſefully. 


The Original ordef ae conftitutioi of ching 
are fo framed, that all the human ſpecies in a 
a F z | | very 


141 
very pecufiar and diffinguiſfing way and ma 
ner, neceſſarily requires each others affiſtanee 
for their mutual ſupport and prefervation. in 
the world, it being impoſſible for them to es. = 
joy any tolerable degree of comfort or pleaſure 1 
in life, abſtractedly from each others mutua} 
gy offices 


— bes us; that Almighty 

1 de Woman, with a deſign that ſhe 
| ſhould be a Helpmate to Man, Ges. 1 v.18, To 
become 2 promoter of his: happineſs; Nut alas, 

alas, how: contrary did. the: prove, even the | 

deſtruction of it, to have the ground curſed, 5 
and to eat the fruits of it in forrow, His bread 4 

in the ſweal of his.brow, art tq become mortal, 

and to be turned out of Paradiſe, G u. lie: 1. 

18. 1 9. She therefore, becanm a. daſttuctivs 

mate to him, fox. which, fbe was ocdainid. to 

be in ſukzection te her huſband, ver. 16. 0 
that all maiden and widow Ladys, would tha- ; 

roughly conſider, and well weigh this poſitive I 

command of God, that they are oblig d by —_— | | 

Laws of their Creator, for tolove their Huſbands, L 
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TE 
vs be abedient te hem, Thy deſire ſhall bets 
10 thy huſband and he ſhall rule over thee.” Gen, 
4i. 16. If they would well conſider this law of 
God, before they engaged in Holy Matrimony, 
and practiſe it after, it would by the blaſſing of 
God, be a means of making the. Matcimoniat 
Brate in general, much more comfortable a 
happy ; ; for a Wife being loving and ſub- 
miſſive, naturaly encreaſes ſincere reſpect and 


High eſtevth from her Hoſband. 


If — in their reſpective Relationſhip 
would be Real Chriftians, © Wives muſt ſub⸗ 
% nn { themfelves unto their Hufbands, as it 
4 zg ft in the Lord, Huſbands muſt love their 


© Wives, ind be not bitter againſt them. Chil- 


den matt obey their parents in alt things 
it being well plcafing to the Lord, Fathers 
e muſt not provoke their Children to anger, 
4 teſt they be diſcouraged, Servants rhuft 
es obey in all things their Matter, according to 


to fleſh; not with ſervice as men pfeaſers, 
4 but in ſingleneſs of heart fearing God, Coloſs. 


I. 18 to 23.” They muſt ſubmit them= 


ſelve 


1 1 
very pecufiar and diffinguiſhing way and mats 
ner, neceſſarily requires exch others affiſtanee 


for their mutual ſupport and preſervation in 
the world, it being impoſſible for them to en. 
joy any. tolerable degree of comfort or pleaſure 
in life, abſtractedly from each others mutual 
good offices, 


Divine Revelation affores- nj thiss — 


God made Woman, with a- deſign that ſhe 
ſhould be a Helpmate to Man, Ges. ü. 18. T6 


become 2 promoter of his happinefs; But alas, 


alas, how contrary did the: Prove, even. the 


deſtruction of it, to haue the. ground curſed, 


and to eat the. fruits of it in for row. His bread 
ia the ſweat of his brow, adm become mortal, 


mate to him, fox. which, fhe was oxdain/d. to 
he in ſubjection to her: huſband; ver. 16. © 


that all maiden and widom Ladys, would theo- 
roughly conſider, and well weigh this poſſitive 


command of God, that they are oblig'd by the 
Laws of their Creator, for to love theirFaſbands, 


to 


an. ii. 17, 
* 1 19% he 8 becquiy.; a deſtrudiive 


— 


. . == 


C if 
1 


f 3 } 

wheobedient te hem, , Thy deſire mall be to 
0 thy huſband and he ſhall rule over thee.” Gen. 
4i. 16. If they would well conſider this law of 
God, before they engaged in Holy Matrimony, 


and practiſe it after, it would by the blafling-ob 


God; be a means of making the. Matrimoniat 
gtate in general, much more comfortabls and 
happy; for a Wife being loving and ſub⸗-⸗ 
miſſive, naturaly encreaſes ſincere reſpe& and 


High eſtecth from ker Hoſband. 


If mankind in their refpp&tive Retain 
would be Real Chriftiane, © Wives muſt ſub- 
* mn (themfelves unto their Hufbands, as it 
is M in the Lord, Huſbands muſt love their 
Wives, ind be not bitter againſt them. Chil- 
2 obey their parents in all things 

i being well plcafing to the Lord, Fathers 
r _ not provoke their Children to anger, 
4 teſt they be diſcouraged, Servants muſt 
©: obey in all things their Maſter, according to 


e to fleſh, not with ſervice as men pfeaſers, 


but in ſingleneſs of heart fearing God, Coloſs. 


* in. 18 to 23.” They muſt ſubmit them 


ſelve 


n — 


£ 

I 

y 
1 


11 


felves to every ordinance of man for the Lords 
ſake, whether it be to the King as ſupreme, or 
Governors, a8 unto them. that are ſent by him 


for the puniſhryent of evil doers, and for the 


praiſe of them that do well, 1 Peter ii. 12. 14. 
Thus the Chriſtian Religion (as it were) have 
linked, or joined mankinds duty and intereſt 
together dependent e one of ander, as 


Every individual Reaſonable Sn ars 


oblig d by the order of their nature, te look 
vpon themſelves as a part or member of that One 
Univerſal Grand Community or Body, which 
is made up of the whole, to think themſelves 
born and ſent into the World, to promote the 
general Gopd and happineſs of the whole 
Community (all their Fellow Creatures,) conſe- 
quently oþlig'd as their indiſpenſible Nuty, and 
the only effeQive means to anſwer theſe ne- 
geſſary ends, 1 is to have an unfeign'd love, real 


: goodwill, iſſueing forth i in acts of kindneſs, be⸗ 


nevolence g and goodneſs to the whole. 


Thus fo lors, thus to agg, Ware hecome 
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chriſt; let them be term'd or called of what 


4 denomination or distinction ſoever; for Chriſt 


the head of the Church, who'has only a right 
to make laws eſſentialy to be öbſerved by her 
members, hath moſt poſitively declared, the 
love of each, one to another, the grand and on- 
ly ſure and certain criterion, or mark of Genuin 
Chriſtians. « By this ſhall all men know that 
« ye are my Diſciples, if 1 895 love one to 


| 10 2 * xl, 3 5. 


This is the Chriſtians Goon STANDARD; 
therefore whoſoever: is ſhort. of it cannot be a 
Soldier of Jeſus Chrift, but are Soldiers of the 
Devil (His implacable enemy,). whoſe works 


: He came to deſtroy, and whoſoever will con- 
ſult and well weigh, the argumentative difinte- 


reſted. affectionate poſitive : declarations, and 


precautions in the firſt Epiſtle of St. John, the 
third Chap. from the beginning to the end, 

will not ſay I am harſh or ſevere in my ex 
preſions, than the New Teſtament allows me to 


be. 85 In this the Gildren * Gad are manifeſt, 


00 and 


1211 
V and the Children of the Devil, whoſoriep 
* docth not Righteouſneſs is not of God; 


is 3 he that loxech not | up heather 1 
1 John i it. 10:3 


The Real Diſciples of Chriſt are a 
oblig'd for the univerſal good of mankind, ts 
do all ig their power to be as ſerviſable | in 
their reſpective ſtations of life as they are Gn 
pable of, therefore if all manking thus acted 
up to the ſqblimity of the Religion af Chriſt, 
This World would become a Paradiſe in com- 
pariſbn of what it is at preſent, and the gauſe or 
xeaſon that the generality: of mankind whe 
profeſſes Chriſtianity not acting thus, is that 
their cormpted palluted natures are not fan. 
fied, for Want of their being regenerated. or born 
again. 4e Execy ong that loueth is born of God, 
* and knoweth God, he that loyeth nat; 

+ knoweth not God; far God is love.” 1 Joby 
iy. 7. 8. An infinite inexayſtible, unk | 
ble fpring and fountain of kindneſ and EY 
neſs never- failing Benevolence, Whoa is god 
K 12 and his en over all his 

4 works,” 
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Is 1. 


joy mont of His glorious perſections in himſelf, 
who could poſſibly have no other inducement 
or motive Whatſoever to Create Reaſonable” Be- 


ings, but that He might communicate his 


7 goqdaels. and Happineſs to them, and to ſup- 
port them in being, for no other reaſon than 
that He might continue his goodneſs to them; 
„ Who. cauſes his Sun to riſe on the evil ang 
* on the good, and ſendith his Rain on the 
jut. and an the unjuſt, Matt. v. 45. Doing 
1% good, giving them from Heaven fruitful 
* Sealons, filling their hearts with ſood and 
te. glagnels, A vi. 1.0 


Therefore for the very ſame 2 1 that a 


good Creator, conſtant munificient Benefactor, 
has in various places of Holy writ, declar' 4 
er reveal d himſelf in apeculiar engaging way and 


manner 28 follows, by his glorious attributers of 
love and goodneſs, conſtantly delighting himſelf | 
thercin, viz. Gen. i, 26 to end. Exo. xxxiv. 6. a 


Neh. ix, 17 to 26. Pla. Bi. ũi. x xxiii. 5. Iii. . vi 
65. Ixviy. 10. ciii. 8, Cyl, 8. to the end. cxvii. 


gxliv. 


& Gols And'is nobeſſarlly häppy in the ins 


W 


I 10 3. 
exliv. 1. 2. Ja. bil. 7, 8, 9. Jer. i Ul, 12 ts 
16. Dan. ix. 9. 18. Joſ. 11. 13. Zech. ix. 
17. Matt. xix. 17. Mark x. 18. Luke i ix, 
56 xvii. 19. Acts x. 38, James y. ii. 2 Pet, 


Ai. 9. 15. 


Tgerefdre it mut be neceſſarily the will of 


God, that all His Reaſonable Creatures ſhould 
imitate him as near as poſſible in doing good, 
to be of a. ęompaſſionate forbearing, forgiveing 
diſpoſition; He cannot but be exceedingly well 
| pleaſed. with thoſe who do their utmoſt, to 
make it their buſineſs, their daily ſtudy, their 
. conſtant practice according to the extent of 
their power, that their capacity ſituation and 
: circumſtances in life will permit of, to pro- 
mote the welfare and hapineſs both of, the 
Bodys and Souls of their Fellow Creatures. For 
by the original order and conſtitution of na- 
ture, mankind are ſo created or made that they 
are in abſolute neceſſity « of the afliſtance of each 
other, every individual mortal among mankind, 


from the King te the Scavenger. Thus. Al- 


Ls ighty God hath both; inter woven the intereſts of 
| mag 
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Hankind, ind made their AIR depend up- 
on the welfare of the whole, that Every and 


All of them, from the very ſenſe of their own exi- 
gencies or wants might ſee both the reaſonable- 


neſs and neceſſity, of makeing it their principal 


buſineſs to do good to others of the ſame ſpecie, 
Divine Reyalation expreſsly aſſureing us, that 


there is no other way of becoming lovers of Gpd 
and diſcovering our unfeign d gratitude to their 
Heavenly Father, (whom none of us ever ſaw} 
and of his complacency in us, his preſence-with 
us, and his love perfected in us, but by loveing 
one another, 1 John iv. 12. And hereby Man- 
kind may be fully aſſur'd, that the Divine na- 
ture (though inviſible to our bodily ſight) yer 
in truth, in reality dwelleth in them, becauſe 
they are partakers of his Divine Nature, hav- 
ing given them of his ſpirit, re. 13; All- 
the whole Irael of God are in a very peculiar 
manner, to look and to behave one toward ano- 
cher 46 Brethren, being made ſo, through the 


fanetifying influance of Regeneration, as the 
Adopted Children of God in Chriſt, all Mem- 
bers of the ſame Body, all Hei's of the fame 


bleſſed, 


0 18, 7 
Bades Hope of theBaceeding weightof Glo 
Enmonality, never ending equiſite Happineſs, - 


St. Paul was fo very ſenfible of it, that he 
fo extravagantly loved His Brethren, His KinFs 
men according to the Fleſh (if I may be allow 4 
the  expreffion) as to, © wiſh himſelf as it 
* were accurſed from Chriſt for their ſake.” . 
Rom. ix. 3. | Wherefore I beſeech you (faith 
he) to thoſe Chriftians, he was writing to at 
Epheſus and to all Chriſtians in ſucceeding 
ages. That they walk worthy of the Vo⸗ 
* cation wherewith they are called, with. all 
» lowlinefs and meekneſs with long ſuffer- 
Q ing, forbearing one anothor in love, endea- 
vouring to keep the Unity of the ſpirit, ia 
the bond of peace, there being one Body, 
1 and one Spirit, even as they are called in 
[7 one Hope of their calling, One Lord, One 
Faith, One Baptiſm, One God and Father of 


all, who 1 is above all, and through all, and in 


them all, Eph. iv. 1 to 7.“ St. Paul in theſe 
words moſt affectionately; and endearingly ex- 


, not only the Epheſians but all Chri- 


tjans, 
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6 is þ 
Hans, that they live lives anſwerable etheirHoly 


profeſſion, becomeing agreeable to the high 


Honour, the great Dignity, the Indiſpenſſble 
obligation of their Chriſtian Name, which ih 
other words is to walk as becometli the Got 
pel of Chriſt, Phil. i. 27. That is agreeable 
to its Precepts; to its Privileges, coppying after 
that Grand pattern of Holineſs, exemplified in 
the blefſed Jefus, anſwerable fo the helps and 


ſopplies of grace which the glorions: Goſpel 
urniſh'd us with, anſwerable to thoſo Exalted 
Hopes, thoſe lofty Ideas it gives us of immortal 
| bli6,. therefore He exhorts all Chriftians to an 
Union of Heart and ſpirit, an unity of Faith 
and Doctrine, a Unity of Jadgement and af. 
Kection, which is all included in Endeavouring, 


too keep: the Unity of the Spirit, and the 
cc means thereto was to be by the bond of 
10 Peace; a Peaceable diſpofition and temper, 


a Peaceable deportment and behaviour. And 
the Divine Graces the excellent helps or aflit- 


rances far preſerving and promoting, Unity and 


Concord, Peace and Harmony among eactt” o- 


ter, is humility, meekneſs and- mutual forbea- 


_ range 
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rarice to have « ſabmillive a A ſelf difdent - 


Humble apprehenſion of purſelves, which 
would cauſe a mutual forbearance among, Chrifs 


tand, of. being far from reſenting every wrong; 
and much farther from revenging every injury 
offered to them; but to bear with the weakneſs 
and infirmities of mankind, with their Aﬀeonts 
or Inſults, and both to pity and forgive their i 
failings and provocations, proceeding from the 
moſt glorious Chriſtian ring, of love and 
affection. x 


4. 
* 


0 
Unity and concord amongſt Chr igians is 


enforced by St. Paul, from thoſe arguments, 
cc That there 1s One Body, t that is One Univerſal 
ec Catholick Chriſtian Church. 8 Whereof all 
thoſe who are the Diſciples, indeed of the bleſf- 
Jeſus are all Real Members, 1 That there is is 
ie one Spirit, one Holy Spirit which is of 
God, by which all real Chriſtians are Animated 
and Enlivened, by which they keep the Unity 
of the ſpirit. . There is one hope of their call- 
ing. which is to eternal Happineſs, by. which 
all Chriſtiaris are excited, Their Heavenly. 
65 inhe- 


ͤ— 24 
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Price is tlie ſame, therefore all Chri Unt 5 
ig one, and the ſame hope, ſhould: as it 
4 * re have One and the ſame Heart, There 
1 Ping but one Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who: is the 
: th of His Church, One whom all Chriſtians 
Nofeſs to be in ſubje&ion z * be ye therefore as 
| ene, for your Lord is one,” There is one 
[ Faith, that is, that His Blood is the only Meri- 
| totious Blood, that can waſh away the Sins of 
| the whole World, cherefore all Chriſtians muſt 
be juſtified in and through his moſt invaluable 
recious Blood, otherwiſe : can have no right 
Ind. title to the Inheritance of the Saints: 
1 There is one Baptiſm, one Initiating Ordinance, 
[ by which all as Chriſtians are to be admitted 
x al Church Covenant, whether they have 
1 en either Jews or Gentiles, Turks or Infidels, 
0 er Bond or Free, either Rich or Poor of 47 
all Orders and Ranks of Men, are all One in 
; Ebvit Jeſus, are by one ſpirit Baptized into 
| one Body, there is one God and Father of all, 
bet all mankind 1 in Chriſt,) who all expect One 
and the ſame Salvation from, who i is rankesd- 
wW ni Bly above all, and over all. TI 


ki 


e mon glertee ye 


kene and Pferees through the: ately of 


view, no ſecreſy or dathneÞ ef polibly; cope 
eval: any thisg from kim, and He dwells im afl 


eat Chriſttans by the ſanertifying influentes of 
His Holy ſpirit, therefore as afl Chriſtians are 


members of oe Body, Pürtikers of onle ſpirit; 
Expectants of one Hops, Havcing' one Lord 
feſus Chriſt theit oily Srylour, in the therks 
torious Blood of om they only: Bellere it; 
and are Baptized in the ohe, and the fume 
Baptiſm in the nate of the Father, Son ànd 
Holy Choſt, One and the fame God in Cxriſt, 
wicht are ſo many obligatlons, fo exceeding 
ſtrong are the Bonds and Ties, Heli lie ußen 
all the members of tlie univerfal Catholic 
Ebutch of Chriſt, to be at Unity among Het 
ſelved of one judgtrent, one Heart, that fuel? 
48 violate, thefs- ſacred Bonds, thefe ſoletmn 


obligations; the beffed Jeſus looks" upon thetr 


no to longer as 4 member of Bis Body: 


*The ineſtimable loving. kindneſs-of God 
— dur Saviour, who would have all men to be 
*© faved 


#1 mankind, ſees-all: hie Cratares with ne 


E 


t ſaved and to come to the knowledge of the 


t Truth, who gave himſelf a ranſom for all, 
6 1 Tim. ii. 4. 6. By his own voluntarily un- 


dertaking, who was the brightneſs of his Fa- 
thers Glory, and the expreſs Image of his Per- 


ſon, who upholds all things by the word of 


his power, Heb, i. 3. Who thought it not 
robbery to be equal with God, Phil. ii. 5. 
Whom all the Angels worſhip, Heb. i. 6. To 
ſo aſtoniſhingly condeſcended as to aſſume Hu- 
man nature to ſuffer and die for ſinful men, 
that by his blood they might be waſhed from 
their Sins, Rev. i. 5. Does lay Chriſtians un- 
der the greateſt and ſtrongeſt obligations poſſi- 
ble to pra dice all real acts of love and kind- 


neſs, good will and friendſhip to all mankind, 


eſpecially to the houſhold of Faith, Gal. vi. 10. 
Thoſe who are The Diſeiples indeed of Chriſt, 
Real Vital Practical Beleivers. 


1 put on ee a8 the WO be " holy 


and beloved (ſais good St. Paul) bowels of | 
mercies, kindneſs, humbleneſs of mind, meek- 


neſs, long ſuffering, forbearign one another, 
and forgiving one another; if any man have a 


3 
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quarrell againſt any even as Chriſt forgave you, 
ſo alſo do ye, and above all things put on cha- 
rity which is the bond of perfectneſs, and let 
the peace of God rule in your hearts, to the 


which ye are called in one Body,” Col, iii. 12 


to 16. 


Univerſal love or charity is the end of the 
Commandment, the principal deſign and aim 
of the Chriſtian Religion, 1 Tim. i. 5. He that 
loveth his neighbour hath fulfil'd the law, by 
reaſon all the Commandments are briefly com- 
prehended in this ſaying, thou ſhalt love thy 
neighbour as thyſelf, Gal. v. 14. Whatever 
Pretences or Profeſſions mankind make to Re- 
ligion, if they are deſtitute of this Divine Ex- 
cellent abſolutely neceſſary qualification, for 
Heaven, (Love or Charity to their Fellow- 
Creatures) they are by no means the Diſciples 
indeed of the bleſſed Jeſus, or in other words 
Real Chriſtians, if they i imagin ſo they only de- 
ceive themſelves, but cant poſſibly deceive the 
Almighty, who ſearcheth the reins and hearts, 
and will give unto every one . to their 


works, Rev, il. 23. 
. All 


1 


All the Zeal and warmth for any particular 
modes, of Faith and worſhip whether they 
believe the Divine Nature of Chriſt, to be the 
of the very ſame eſſence or Nature of God, or 
not, whether they pray by the help of a print- 
ed form, or by their preachers (ſpoke out of 
book) prayer, called extempore, which is a 
form, (if not to the ſpeaker himſelf) to all who 
join with him, or whether they kneel or fit 
at the Holy Sacrament, whether they are 
ſprinkled at their Baptiſm, or are plung'd or dipt 
all over head and ears, even from the crown 
of the head to the ſole of their fect, or if they 
crols themſelves a thouſand times every day, 
with Holy Water, (as its term'd by Papiſts) 
and ſay their Pater Noſters every hour in the 
day, and receive a pardon of their fins from 
their Prieſt, or even from His Holineſs the Pope 
Himſelf; yea if they are Preachers, or Orators 
of the firſt Rate, and deliver themſelves with 
the greateſt Eloquence Propriety and Juſtneſs, 
and Reaſon'd and argu'd well as Plato, Socrates, 
Epictetus or even as St, Paul Himſelf, or Sung 
with the moſt dclightful organ of voice, as 

G 2 EZ 
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(the moſt extraordinary Italian ſinger, ) or even 
as the higheſt order of the Angelick Chaunters- 
it would be of no real worth or value, of no 
more ſignification than as ſounding braſs or 
tinkling cimbal, a noiſy empty ſound, or if they 
could foretel things to come, and with the 
greateſt ſegacity penetrate into and thoroughly 
comprehend all things equal with God, and 
knew where the foundations of the earth are faſt- 
ened, or who laid the corner ſtone thereof, when 
the morning ſtars ſang together, and all the ſons 
of God ſhouted for joy, or who ſhut up the 
Sea with doors, when it broke forth, as if it 
had iſſued out of the womb, when God made 
the cloud the garment thereof, and thick 
darkneſs a ſwadling band for it, or made thoſe 
vallies or channels, the deep hollow places of 
the Earth, which might ſerve for a cradle to 
receive and hold the great infant of the watery 
Ocean, when it came out of the womb of the 
Sea, and could have abſolute power or com- 
mand over it, ſaying hither ſhalt thou come 
and no farther, and here thy proud waves ſhall 
be ſtay'd; or if they knew how cauſed the 
day ſpring to know his place, that the morning 

light 


Fa 1. -- 
light ſhould as it were in a moment ſpread it- 
ſelf over the face of the whole Earth, from 
one end of the Hemiſphere to the other, or if 
they had enter'd into the ſprings of the Sea, 
or walk'd in the ſearch of the depth, or if 
they had perceived the breadth of the Earth, 
or where is the way, the light dwelleth, or 
where the place of darkneſs, or have entered 
into the treaſure of the ſnow, or even were to 
comprehend all the ordinances of Heaven, all 
the Grand Perfect Works and Ways of God 
Almighty, and even had power to remove the 
very higheſt and wideſt hill of the Earth, and 
though they beſtow'd all their ſubſtance to 


maintain the Poor and had ſuch great faith 


and courage, as voluntarily to ſurrender their 
Body's to be conſumed by fire for Chriſt and 
his Goſpel, and at the ſame time void of 
ſincere love, or charity unfeign'd, it would 
be of no ſort or manner of ſignification, 
of any intrinfick worth or value F. 
Paul may be relied on, or credited, 1 Cor. xiii. 
I to 4. 
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The reaſon or cauſe, why ſo a very particular 
ſtreſs is laid upon the practice of this moſt im- 
portant neceſſary grand duty of fincere love, 
(charity unfeign'd) is becauſe ſuch a temper and 
diſpoſition of mind, ſach a behaviour of ſoul 
is that alone, which makes mankind refemble 
God, in his moral perfections who is the very 
quinteſſence of all Goodneſs, GooDNEss 1T- 
SELF. 


This Divine qualification of Soul is of abſo- 
lute neceſſity to make us comfortable and 
chearful in this world, and to make us capable 
of the enjoyment and fruition of God him- 
ſelf, exquiſite joy and happineſs in the Bliſsful 
Regions of Heaven, to the never ending ages of 


Eternity. 


Mankind muſt be like God, if they will ſee 
him as he is, they muſt firſt attain that holy 
diſpoſition of mind, that unfeign'd love and 
fincerity of . Soul wherein the enjoyment of 
Heaven, principally and Effentialy conſiſts, that 
Diſpoſition frame and temper of mind which 


inclines 


on dg. "© as > oa bs * ne 
8 r * * 


. 

inclines us to do good, and reliſh, and delights 
itſelf, in the doing of it, is itſelf the very Tem- 
per and Diſpoſition of the Happineſs of Hea- 
venly ſouls. To be void, or without this Di- 
vine Grace, it is no more poſſible for a Rational 
Creature to be made happy, then it is to alter 


the very nature and eſſence of the proportion 
and law of things immutabily fixt by Al- 


mighty God Himſelf, Therefore this is the 
obvious or plain reaſon, why Love or Charity, 
Benevolence and Goodneſs, is preferr'd in the 
ſacred volume of infalliable truth, Preferrable 
to all other Divine Graces or Virtues, as being 
the ultimate deſign and end, both of natural 
and Reveal'd Religion. All other gifts and 
graces are as means to beget this noble diſpo- 
ſition of Soul, all others are to be extinct when 


that which is perfect is come, 1 Cor, xiii, 10. 


Hope is but the preſent expectation, faith is 
but the firm belief of thoſe incomprehenſible 


things, which can only poſſibly be made ma- 


nifeſt hereafter, and as ſoon as ever that mo- 
ment comes to take place, thoſe graces ne- 
ceſfarily or of courſe ceaſes. © Whether 

« there 
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5 there be propheſies, they ſhall fail, whether 
© there be tongues they ſhall ceaſe whether 


e there be knowledge it ſhall vaniſh away.“ 

But love or charity real goodneſs never faileth, 
1 Cor. xiii. 8. Theſe are diſpoſitions of Soul 
which are begun and encreaſes while we are 


here on Earth and Perfected, — in 
Heaven, 


If this is the real truth, matter of fact as 
every one muſt acknowledge who believes 
in the Goſpel of Chriſt, Could any one believe 
it poſſible (if they did not actually know it) 


that perſons who make great profeſſions of the 
ſublime Religion of the bleſſed Jeſus, that 


moſt pure and unadulterated Religion, which 
ſo manifeſtly teaches and inculcates the Doc- 
trine of univerſal love and harmony, peace and 


concord; ſhould act fo diametrical to it, ſo di- 
rectly contrary to the whole ſcope and deſign 


of the Chriſtian Religion. That they ſhould 
ſtile themſelves by the venerable name of a 
Chriſtian, (which implies all love and goodneſs) 


| ſhould oppreſs and devour one another, and 


not 


EF 
not in the leaſt regard much leſs be terrified 
at the thought of being conſumed one of ano- 
ther, which St. Paul ſo friendly cautions man- 
kind of, Gal. v. 15. Is it-not very rediculous 
yea abſur'd to the laſt degree that Religion it - 
ſelf, the Religion of Chriſt which is all peace 
love and goodneſs intended to reconcile the 
enmity between God and ſinful men, and to all 
charity or love, acts of kindneſs and beneficence 
one to each other, ſhould itſelf be made the 
occaſion of animoſities and contentions, variance 


and hatred, yea even of the moſt barbarous per- 
ſecutions and inhuman cruelties, that either 
Men or Devils can poflible invent and inflict, 


That Chriſt's Religion itſelf ſhould produce 
in mankind that Dibolical antichriſtian ſpirit, for 
the preventing of which. The Religion of 
Chriſt came to deſtroy; for ever to baniſh to the 
infernal pit, from whence it came, 1 John, 
iii. 8, 

« Who is a wiſe man endued with know- 
e ledge, let ſuch (ſays St. James) diſcover it or 
* make it appear, out of a good converſation 


7 
© His 


16 Þ 
« his works with meekneſs of wiſdom, but if 
c ye have bitter envying and ftrife in your 
“ hearts, glory net, and lie not againſt the 
« truth, this wiſdom deſcendeth not from 
« above, but is earthly, ſenſual, develiſh, for 
« the wiſdom that is from above, is firſt pure, 
« then peaceable, gentle, and eaſy to be in- 


« out partiality, and without hypocreſy, and 
«* the fruit of righteouſneſs is ſown in peace of 
© them that make peace: James iii. 13, to 
the end. : 


The univerſal practiſe of unfeign'd ſincere 


hearty love, real acts of kindneſs and goodneſs 
ariſes from the variety of different relations and 
circumſtances, which mankind ſtand in, one 
toward another: the proper diſcharge of the re. 
quirements of theſe moſt amiable neceſſary 
dutys, muſt be diverſified as many ways and 
methods as there are different ſtations of man- 
kind, Towards our ſuperiors this duty is to 
ſhow forth itſelf in a hearty ſincere readineſs and 


willingneſs to their ſinleſs reaſonable commands, 


thoſe. 


treated; full of mercy and good fruits, with- 
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thoſe whom God in his providence hath ſet, or 
at leaſt permitted to be either our Civil or Ec- 
cleſiaſtical Governors, and in delighting to pro- 
mote their Honour and Happineſs, and to in- 
creaſe among mankind that duty and reſpect 
which is due to their reſpective Authorities. 


The Diſciple of our Lord who was intruſted 


with the Keys of Heaven, © that whatſoever he 
ſhould bind on earth, ſhould be bound in 


Heaven, and that whatſoever he ſhould looſe on 


earth, ſhould be looſed in Heaven, Matt. xvi. 


19. Hath commanded all mankind to ſubmit 
themſelves to every ordinance of man, for the 
Lords fake: whether it be to the King as ſu- 


preme, or unto Governors as unto them, that 


are ſent by him, for the puniſhment of evil 
doers, and for the praiſe of them that do well 
for ſo is the will of God that with well doing ye 
may put to ſilence the ignorance of fosliſh men, 
as free, and not uſing their liberty for a cloak of 
maliciouſneſs, but as the ſervants of God, to 
honour all men, to love the b:otherhooJ, to 


fear 


8 
fear God, and Honour the King, 1 Peter ii, 13 
W219. 


All Government whether Civil or Eccle- 
fiaſtical, if diſcharged faithfully is frequently a 
burden, heavy and difficult, hard work, much 
more ſo than the unthinking, careleſs part of 


mankind imagines. 


Good government is extremely Honourable, 
when performed or put into execution as the 
laws of Godrequires or demands (either Princely, 
or Prieſtly,) therefore the duty of love and o- 
bedience particularly obliges all Chriſtians to en- 
deavour to make either one or the other of ſuch 
governments; as light and as eaſy as poſſible, 
not to kindle or blow up, much leſs to ſow ſparks 
of diſſaffection or diſcord either in Church or 
State, but on the contrary to do all in their power 
totally to extinguiſh them, to be very careful 
and diligent in conſcientiouſly diſcharging theic 
reſpective duties in their different ſtations and Re- 
lations of life, ſo as unanimouſly to promote, and 
anſwer all the valuable ends and deſigns of good 

govern- | 
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government, to put in execution as far as in their 
power all the, wholeſome ſalutary laws, for the 


. Peace and Proſperity, the comfort and happineſs 
of the community, the indiſpenſible duty of 
Chriſtian love, real goodneſs is to be known by 
beneficient communications, in willingneſs and 
chearfulneſs, actually ſupplying the neceſſities 
or diſtreſſes of thoſe who are real objects, of either 


= want or pity, not following the behaviour of the 


inhuman Jewiſh Prieſt and Levite; but as the 
good Samaritan, which Chriſt commands the 
Lawyer to Iimitate. Luke x. 30, to 38. 


Not only Lawyers but all mankind would do 
well to conſider reflect and well weigh the in- 
ſtructive leſſons the bleſſed Jeſus intended to 


convey to mankind by this particular fircum- 
ſtantiated parable, That they might learn to 
go, and do likewiſe, 


The love and goodneſs of the Religion of 
Chriſt, makes all mankind the objects of this 
compaſſion, who are in indigent diſtreſſed and 
helpleſs circumſtances, whether Turks, Jews, 


or Infidels, yea our implac able enemies, for as 
Chriſ- 


5 
Chriſtians have an opportunity, they are com- 
manded to do good to all mankind, none ex- 
cepted, Gal. vi. 10. Even to the unthankful 
and to the evil, which Chriſt hath commanded 
mankind to practiſe in imitation of the grand 
and good ſovereign of univerſal nature Luke 
vi. 35, 36. 


Love and goodneſs is a lively operative prin- 


ciple which is of the ſame uſe and ſervice to the 


cauſe of Chriſtianity, as the main or principal 
ſpring of a Clock, or a Watch is, which ſets 
going all its other mechanick powers in motion, 
and without which would be all motionleſs, con- 
ſequently uſeleſs of no manner of ſervice. 


Real Chriſtian charity, or love and goodneſs 
does not conſiſt in faire ſpeeches and great pro- 
miſes to any of their fellow creatures, who ſtand 


in need of their aſſiſtance, not in a pretended 


compaſſionate beholding of poor diſtreſſed ne- 
cefliated touls, not in a pitiful pretended be- 


wailing over them, not praying God help them, 
but in actual releif, or aſſiſtance as the nature of 


their 


1 
their exigencies requires, and by themſelves, if it is 
in their power, that their circumſtances in life will 
admit of it? Or if not, it conſiſts in doing all 
in their power to procure aſſiſtance or relief for 
them by others, in whoſe power it is to do it. 


If the Clergy in general of this Nation would 
take pleaſure and delight in frequently viſiting 
distreſſed poor familys in each of their reſpective 
pariſhes, and repreſent the true ſtate of their caſe, 
to good ſort of people who are in affluent cir- 
cumſtances, which by a little pains, (which 
ought to be a pleaſure to them) I am certain 
numbers of perſons might be prevailed with to 
do much more good to their neceſſitous brethren 
then is done at preſent, and with much more 
ſatisfaction to them, than when they apply their 
beneficience or charity, permiſcuouſly as it were, 
to objects that it may, or may not be of real ſer- 
vice to, yea very poſſible of diſſervice to them. 


Real Chriſtian love and goodneſs conſiſts alſo 
in vindicating the juſt rights or properties of their 
Fellow Creatures, if they are injur'd in their 

| good 


I 32 ] 

good name and reputation, or opprefs'd and da- 
mag d in their worldly concerns by the Rich or 
Powerful: it conſiſts alſo in inſtructing the igno- 
rant or thoſe that are in miſtikes or great errors 
and in reproving of the wicked, as ſwearers, Sab- 
bath Erakers, and all other atrocious ſinners as 
opportunity preſents, let them be either Rich or 
Poor, as to worldly circumſtances, Lev. xix. 17, 
In ſhort real chriſtian love and charity, kind- 
neſs and goodneſs comes nothing ſhort ( at leaſt. 
in endeavour) doing all poſſible good both to the 
ſouls and bodys of our fellow creatures as our 
capacities, ſituations, and circumſtances in life 
will admit of in immitation of God Our Hea- 
venly Father, who makeeth his ſun to riſe on 
the evil and the good, and ſendeth rain on the 
juſt and on the unjuſt, ” Math: v. 45. and in im- 
mitation of God our Redemer who when onearth 
went about doing good, Acts x. 38. that is ſeek- 


ing out all opportunities of being uſeful and bene- 
ficial to Mankind, to their Souls or Bodys. 


. [Reaſon and Revelation both Proclaims, both 
Echos, that true Greatneſs, Real Honour, tis 
Practical Goodneſs, Godlikeneſs to imitate God 
in all his Moral Perfections, Love, Beneficence, 


. Thoſe ' 
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Thoſe whom God hath Authoris'd or even only 
have permitted to be Governors, or Rulers of 


Mankind, either as Kings or Prieſts, ought to 


be Regarded as God's Vicegerents, who are 
Truly and IIluſtriouſly ſo, when they uſe their 
Power and Authority, as opportunities of doing 
acts of Real Kindneſs and Goodneſs to thoſe 
who are in ſubjection under them, that are lovers 
of Mankind, who are terrors to Evil Doers, and 
a praiſe to them that do well, Rom. xiii. 1 to 6. 
Who cauſes government to be a ſecurity and 
protection to all thoſe who live under it, to en- 
joy Liberty and Freedom, each one ſitting under 
their own Vine, and under their own Figg-Tree, 
as King Solomon's Subjects did, 1 Kings iv. 25. 
When this is the happy caſe of any people it 
demands their unfeign'd thanksgivings to Al- 
mighty God for ſuch great Bleſlings, and very 
great Honour and Reſpect is due to ſuch Kingly 
and Prieſtly Governors, Rom. xiii. 2 Tim. v. 17. 


Therefore how extremely thankful ought us, 
of the Engliſh Nation to be that the deſcription 
H l 


* 


k . 

of ſuch Bleſſings, ſuch Privileges is in Truth 
and reality our happy condition (though engag' d 
in a juſt and neceſſary War) liveing under the 


Auſpicious Government, of his Excellent Majeſty 


George the Second, our moſt gracious Sovereign 
who is not exceeded in good government, if 
equal'd, by any Princely Power under the whole 


Canopy of Heaven, and who have made choice 


of ſuch Worthy Venerable Clergymen to be our 
Biſhops, that are not of an Anathematizing and 
Perſecuting Spirit, (as many of the Engliſh 


Biſhops were in former Reigns) but have Charity 
Pity and Compaſſion, for all denominations. of 
Chriſtians, that are willing and deſirous that even 
Papiſts and Proteſtant Diſſenters ſhould worſhip 
Almighty God in that way and manner as their 


conſciences dictates to them, as they realy think is 


moſt for the Honour and Glory of God, and for 
the benefit and advantage of their Souls, agreable 
to St. Pauls commands, contain'd in the 14th, 


Chapter to the Romans. 


There- 
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Therefore all in this Nation, who are Real 
Chriſtians, do Value and. Eſteem our preſent 
King as worthy of the higheſt Earthly Honour 


and Reſpect, as juſtly due to him. And thoſe 


whom he hath put in authority under him, 
either in Church or State, who do all in their 
power to endeavour to promote and further the 
Good and Happineſs of our Native Country in 
particular, and the peace and tranquility of the 
World in general, by enabling his Majeſty's ſub- 
jects both by Sea and Land, to proſecute wich 
their utmoſt Vigour, with Life and Spirit, the? 
neceſſary War againſt Perfiduous Gallicans ; the 
Broilers and Diſturbers of all Europe, in order 
to bring about a laſting and Honourable Peace, 


ought to be highly eſteemed among us. 


We ſhould do well frequently to inculcate 


Loyality in the minds of the Riſing Generation, 


and do all in our power to correct the judgments 


and opinions of the ſtupidly unthinking among 
us, even if any ſuch who are of grey hairs, that 
are diſaffected to his preſent Majetty, Encmies 
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to our Happy Government, who endeavour to 


corrupt and poyſon the minds and judgements 


of week or vitiated wieked minds who endeavour 


to ſet any of his Majeſty's Subjects at variance, 
or at leaſt to have them in little eſteem, either 


for our Civil or Eccleſiaſtical Governors, ſuch 


perſons company ought to be avoided, as if they 


had infectious diſorders, ketching diſtempers, 


ſuch who are in fact friends to Popiſh Govern- 
ment, rather than to Proteſtant. To the Pre- 
tender, the breed of a Stewards Warming-Pan, 


than to our only rightful Sovereign, his moſt Ex- 


cellent Majeſty George the Second, King, De- 


fender of the truly Catholick Chriſtian Faith, con- 
tain'd in the Articles of the Church of England. 


Such ſtupid Souls, ſuch wicked People are the 
objects of our pity and real compaſſion, becauſe 


they act diametricaly oppoſite both to the Laws 


of God and Man; being preſumptuous, ſelf 


willed, not afraid to ſpeak evil of Dignities, 


2 Peter, 11. 10. Jude 8. All Loyal Subjects to 


ius preſent Majeſty (particularly the Clergy) 


would 


+ 
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would do well frequently to inculcate principles 


of Loyalty in the minds of their Pariſhoners ex- 


patiating on our happineſs as a Nation under ſuch 
a Mild and good Government, and ſetting forth 
the duty of each individual member of the whole 


Community, doing all in their power of ren- 


dering the Government Eaſy Pleaſant and De- 
lightful, by lending help in hand of putting in 


execution all its Laws again Vice and Immorality 


Wickedneſs and Debauchery, being well aſſured 


that © Righteouſneſs exalteth a Nation, and 
that fin is the rEProgen of any People, Prov. 


XIV. 34. 


O that One and all of the Shiny and 


- Clergy of this Nation would heartily Unite i in 


contriving methods to ſuppreſs the moſt audacious 


- reigning vices which is ſo notoriouſly open and 
bare faced, reigning amongſt us, in particular in 


this Metropolis, as taking Almighty Gods Name 


in vain, Curſeing and Swearing, Sabbath Brea- 


king and Whoreing; which are ſuch faſhionable 


ſong vices amongſt us, that if the Worthy 
H-3 Arch 
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Arch Biſhop of Canterbury Himſelf, was to drefs 
as a Lay Man, and go into Publick Company, 
and in the ſpirit of meecknefs in the moſt eaſieſt 
Gentleman like manner, reproach Mankind for 
any of theſe Atrocrious Crimes, telling them the 
unreaſonablenes the ingratitude, the ſinfulneſs of 
them, and ill eonſequences, eternal miſery, if 
that they do not ſo repent as to abominate it, as to 
leave it off, He would be immediately term'd by 
them a Methodiſt; ſo that Mankind perſonaly 
rebuking immorality and vice, of any kind, is be- 
come a proverbial ſaying, a Methodiſt, which is 
in fact caſting bad reflections on all other Pro- 


ſeſſions of Chriſtianity, as if it was not their duty 
in any wiſe to rebuke their Neighbour, and not 


ſuffer fin on them as God hath ee com- 
manded, Lev. xix. 17. 


In fact there is too much cauſe and reaſon to 


beleive that this is the ſentiment of the generality 


of all denominations of Profeſſors of Chriſtianity, 
otherwiſe could they poſſibly here the Sacred 
and awful Name of Almighty God, fo irreve- 


rently 
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and. frequently made uſe of, in common con- 


verſation, without rebuking thoſe that do it, 
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could they hear vain empty and filthy conver- 

ſation, without endeavouring to ſuppreſs it, and 
in the Spirit of Meekneſs to rebuke ſuch, could 
they ſee or know of perſons buying or ſelling of 


Goods, or working at different occupations on 
the Sabbath Day, without rebuking them of it, 

and forewarning them of the ill conſequences 
both here and hereafter, if not repented of, ſo 
as to forſake it: and if they do not reform, to ac- 
quaint the Civil Magiſtrate of it, and ſee that the 
good and wholeſome Laws of our Country are put 
in execution againſt ſuch, could they know of 
any Bawdy Houſes without having them ſup- 
preſs'd, could they have any acquaintance or 
familiarity with any Luxurious or Drunken Per- 
ſons, without warning them of the ill conſe- 
quences of ſuch behaviour, moſt certainly they 
could not, if they were conſiſtent Chriſtians, who 
acted from principles of conſcience, whoſe am- 
bition of their life was to pleaſe God, and not 
Man; but ſor their good, to edif cation as St. 


Ha: Paul 


et 
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Paul hath commanded all Chriſtians. Rom. xv. 
2, Looking not only on their own things, but 
on the things of others, Philip 2. 4. Con- 


ſidering each other as Bretheren, to provoke unto 


love and good works, Heb. x. 24. Practiſing 
thoſe things that were honeſt, juſt, pure and 
lovely, performing theſe moral precepts, not 
merely on principals of reaſon, but Divine Re- 


velation, as commands of God, in obedienceto 


Chriſt, in conformity to his glorious example in 
his ſtrength; by his aſſiſtance for the honour of 4 
God, and the good of all Mankind, thus doing N ö 
we ſhould enjoy Life comfortable on Earth, 1 


and be qualified for, and aſſured of the moſt ſoul 


raviſhing enjoy ments which are prepared for all 


thoſe that love God, ſo exquiſitely glorious as | 
eye hath not ſeen, nor ear herd, neither have en- j 
tered into the heart of Man to conceive, 1 Cor, | 
u. 9. i 


TO: 
* No Man hath ſeen God at any time, if we i 
| 


« love one another, God dwelleth in us, and 


„ his love is perfected in us, 1 John, iv. 12, 


“ Beloved, 


I 


e Beloved, let us love one another; for love is 


ce of God; and every one that loveth is born of 
© God, and knoweth God, he that loveth not, 
t knoweth not God; for God is love,” verſe 7 
and 8, Conſequently Heaven muſt be all love, 
nothing that defileth can poſſibly enter into theſe 
pure manfions of uninterrupted love, joys un- 


ſpeakable, Rev. xxi. 27. 
Therefore if Mankind would ſet their affections 


on things above, not on things on the Earth, if 
they took more pleaſure in contemplating on 
Heavenly, then on Earthly things, if they were 
dead to fin, having mortified their members upon 
the Earth, fornication, uncleaneſs, inordinate af- 
fections, evil concupiſence and coveteouſneſs, and 
put off anger, wrath, malice, blaſphemy, filthy 
communication, lying, putting off the old Man 
with his deeds, and putting on the new Man, 
which is renewed in knowledge, after the Image 
of him that created him (as the Ele& of God, 
Holy and Beloved) bowels of mercies, kindneſs, 
humbleneſs of mind, meekneſs, long ſuffering; 


for- 


La} 


forbearing one another, and forgiving one ano- 
ther, above all things putting on charity, which 
is the bond of perfectneſs, Coloſs. iti. 2 to 13. 
They would then enjoy life comfortable on Earth, 


and qualified for and aſſur'd of exquiſite happineſs 
to the endleſs ages of eternity: they would then 


walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleaſing, being 


fruitful in every good work, and increaſing in 


the knowledge of God; ſtrengthned with all 


might according to his Glorious Power, unto all 


patience and long ſuffering with joyfulneſs, giving 


thanks unto the Father which hath made them 


meet to be partakers of the Inheritance in the 


Saints of light; who hath delivered them from 


the power of darkneſs, and hath tranſlated them 
into the Kingdom of his Dear Son, Coloſs. 1. 


10 to I 4. 


Such new born happy ſouls experiences the 


truth of the infallible word of God, © that wiſ- 


*« doms ways are ways of pleaſantneſs, and all 
her paths are peace, Proverbs ii. 17. That 
*© the ſtatutes of the Lord are right rejoicing the 


«heart, 
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'« heart, that the commandments of the Lord is 


« pure enlightning the eyes, and that in keeping 


of them there is great reward, Pſalms, xix. 8 
« 11. And that the ſecret of the Lord is with 
them that fear him, Pſalms xxv. 14. That 
ce their thoughts are. eſtabliſh'd, Prov. "xvi, J. 
That God direct their paths, Prov. iii. 6. That 


© he gives them the deſires of their hearts, 


« Palms xxxvi. 4.”. They experience that 


Chriſt's yoke is eaſy and that his burthen is light 
agreeable to his generous invitation, and aſ- 


ſurances to all who would be ſo wiſe as to make 


tryal of it, Math. xi. 29, 30. They are ſenſible 


of his peculiar manifeſtation to their ſouls, as he 


peremptorily promis d them, Joho xiv. 21. 


They experience that all things work together 


for their good, Rom. vii. 28. Therefore have 


learnt, in whatſoever ſtate they are in, therewith 


to be content, if they are rich in this world, they 


are not hig' minded, neither truſt in uncertain 


riches, but in the living God, who giveth us 


- richly all things to enjoy, they do gocd, they be 


6 , rich 
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rich in good works, ready to diſtribute willing to 


communicate, laying up in ſtore for themſelves a 
good foundation, againſt the time to come, that 
they may lay hold on eternal life, 


: Tf they are in a middle or poor ſituation of 
life, as to worldly riches, they are eaſy and com- 
fortable, acquieſing with the allotments of pro- 
vidence, whether their condition or ſituation in 
life was immediately ordered by Almighty God, 
or only permitted by him, being well aſſured that 
there is not one ſparrow falls on the ground with- 
out the knowledge of their Heavenly Father, and 
that the very hairs of their head are all num- 
bered; therefore they fear not becauſe they are 
of more value than many ſparrows, as their Lord 
and Maſter has well afſur'd them, Math. x. 29. 
30. 31. Though they are poor as to Wordly 
circumſtances, yet they are rich in Faith, and 
| Heirs of the Kingdom of God, which he hath 
promiſed to them that love him, James xi. 5. 
They well experience that Godlineſs with con- 
tentment is great gain, for that they brought 

3 nothing 


FS 1” 
nothing into the World, and are well aſſured they 


can carry nothing out of it, therefore they are 
ſatisfied with the common neceſſaries of life, well 
knowing that affluent circumſtances, much en- 
dangers the ſalvation of Mankind, becauſe they 
very frequently are a temptation to them to be 
high minded or proud, to forget the Almighty 
who permitted them to be in poſſeſſion of their 
riches, and that they are but Stewards for Life, 
and muſt give an account of their Stewardſhip 
at the grand and awful day of judgment, and that 
they frequently fall into ſnares, and into many 


fooliſh and hurtful luſts, 1 Tim. vi. 6 to 10. 


Therefore it becomes very difficult for them to 
enter into the Kingdom of Heaven, Mark x. 23 
to 20. 5 5 | 

They are ſenſible that ſubſtantial real true 
laſting ſatisfaction and pleaſures, does not conſiſt 
in any of the carnal enjoyments of this World, 
but in righteouſneſs, and peace, and joy in the 
Holy Ghoſt, Rom. xiv. 17. They rejoice in the 
Lord alway, they are careful for nothing, but in 


every 


every thing by Prayer and Supplication, with 
thankſgiving, makes their requeſts 1 I; 
God; and do experience that the peace of God 
which paſſeth all underſtanding, (which is fo, 


great that no one can conceive, that have not 


felt it) do keep their hearts and minds againſt all | 4 
inward terrors, and outward troubles, through | 
Chriſt Jeſus, (that is by his aſſiſtance, ) Fhilip, iv. 
7. And that whatſoever things are true, what- 
Fl ſoever things are honeſt, whatſoever things are 
juſt, whatſoever things are pure, whatſoever things 


are of good report, if there are any virtue and 


any praiſe, they think on theſe things, verſe 

8. ſo as to practiſe them. John Wii, 1. They 
[| Hunger and Thirſt after righteouſneſs, therefore 
= are full of it, Math. v, 6. They continue 
| | in Prayer, and watch i in the ſame with thanks- 
i giving, Coloſs. iv. 2. They meditate on God's 
I Precepts, and have reſpect unto his ways, they 


delight themſelves in his ſtatutes and forget not 
his word, Pſalms exix. . They go in 


the path of bis commandments, for therein they 


delight verſe © They ſet the Lord always be- 
fore 
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fore them, becauſe he is at their right hand 
therefore they are not moved, their heart is glad 
and rejoiceth, Pf. xvi. 8, 9. They are ſenſible that 


in the preſence of God is fulneſs of joy, at his 


right hand are pleaſures for evermore, verſe 11. 


fo exquiſitely glorious, that eye hath not ſeen, 
nor ear herd, neither have enter'd into the Heart 


of Man, 1 Cor. 11. 


g. the things which God 
hath prepared for them that love him. 


longer therein, Rom. vi. . 
themſelves in no one habitual fin, © they have 
40 crucified the fleſh with the affections and luſts, 


They are very ſenſible they have the Spirit of 


_ Chriſt, becauſe they are dead to fin, they live no 


That is they allow 


e Gall. v. 24. They have through the ſpirit 


8 * mortified the deeds of the body, therefore as 


" they are led by the Spirit of God, they are the 


Sons of God, Rom. vill, 14. He performs 
the office of a guide to them, he infuſes gracious 


| habits, by exciting their ſouls to act ſuitably there- 


unto, by directing, and affiſting them therein, 
Exel xxxvi. 26, 27. By enlightning their un- 
| de rſtandinge, 


[ 48] 

- underſtandings guiding their inclinations, inviting 
| alluring, drawing, influencing, and thus as it were, 
maketh it their own act and deed to be abſolutely 
governd by him, therefore the ſpirit of God beareth 
witneſs with their ſpirits they are the Children of 
God, Rom, viii, 16. that is the real goodneſs of 
their ſtate and condition, is only evidenced by 
the Holineſs and Purity of their lives and conver- 
ſation, by not walking after the fleſh, but after 
the ſpirit verſe I. 


Theſe are the doctrines of the goſpel of Chriſt 
which theſe paſſages of ſcripture, with many others 
| poſitively declares which Doctrines our excellent 
Church hath acknowledged and ſet forth in her 
tenth article as follows, © that the condition of 

ce men after the fall of Adam, is ſuch, that he 


« cannot turn and prepare himſelf by his own 


AN 


de natural ſtrength and good works to faith and 
calling upon God: wherefore we have no 
e power to do good works pleaſant and accep- 
« table to god, without the grace of God by 
« Chriſt preventing us, that we may have a good 

ee will 


[49 1 

* Will and working with us when we have 
«that good will.“ Which Doctrine is exactly 

_ agreeable to the Declarations of Holy Writ 
who aſſures all Real Chriſtians, that, By na- 

ee ture they were the Children of wrath even 


3 as others Eph. 11. 3. And that, the natural 
an receiveth not the things of the Spirit of 
cc God, for they are fooliſhneſs unto Him. 1. Cor. 
1 By the Grace of God, I am what I am 
e (ſays St. Paul, 1 Cor. xv. 10.) And that it is by 
e Grace Mankind are ſaved, and that not of 
* themſelves it is the Gift of God Eph. 11. 8.” 
Therefore without continual communications of 
grace from Chriſt, we can do nothing in a lively, 
valuable or acceptable way and manner whatſo- 
ever, without Chriſt's Spirit dwelling” in us, 
uniting us to him, as our Sovereign, or Head, we 
cant do nothing to render ourſelves acceptable 
to him, or agredble and comformable to hisPure 
and Holy Goſpel. ©. Without Me, (ſays Chriſt) 
ye can do nothing, John xv. 5. 
Therefore Mankind cannot live, (as conſiſtent 
Chriſtians) comfortably and happily in this World 
without Chriſt, without the ſenſe of his Favour 
and-Friendſhip, which he hath promiſed to all 
his Genuin Diſciples in a very peculiar way and 
| 1 manner, 


F , 
* 8 . 
«0 "% a> * 
* x SID 
* ET. 2 


24 rr 
by e * 


1 


manner, John xiv. 16, 17, 21, 23. Therefore 
the Grand Divine Recipe for Mankind to live 
comfortable in this World and be exquiſitely 
Happy to all Eternity, is to get an intereſt in 
Chriſt, a Real ſenſibility of it, which will cauſe 
them to live comfortable in every ſituation of 


life, becauſe ſuch happy ſouls ſets their affections 


on things above, not on things on the Earth, 


Coloſs. iii. 2. They conſider that every carnal 


or ſenſual gratification are very ſhort liv'd and 
periſhable, which vaniſhes in the very uſeing: 

therefore cannot poſſibly be ſufficient to make a 
Reaſonable reflecting ſoul happy as 1s to exiſt 


for ever. Senſual enjoyments being of ſuch an 


unſatisfying ſhort liv'd periſhable nature. 


And therefore nothing leſs then an intereſt in 


Chriſt will do it, nothing ſhort of a Vital Faith 


in him will cauſe it, for as many as receives 
« Him, to them he gives power to become the 
« Sons of God, even to them that beleive on 
ce his name, John i. 12. For God ſent not his 


Son into the World to condemn the World, 


« but that the World through him might be 
« ſaved, he that beleiveth on him is not con- 


« demned : 


1K 
« demned: but he that beleiveth not is con- 
demned already, becauſe he hath not beleived 
et in the name of the only begotten Son of 
ce God, and this is the condemnation, that light 
« jg come into the World, and men loved 
% darkneſs rather than light, becauſe their deeds 
e are evil, for every one that doeth evil hateth 


© the light, neither cometh to the light, leſt 
their deeds ſhould be reproved, but he that 


« doeth truth, cometh to the light, that his 


© deeds may be made manifeſt, that they are 
** wrought in God, John ili. 17 to 22. There 
ce ig therefore no condemnation to them which 


ce are in Chriſt Jeſus, who walk not after the 


« fleſh, but after the ſpirit, for the law of the 


« Spirit of Life in Chriſt Jeſus, hath made them 
e free from the law of fin and death, Rom. 


the Glorious liberty of the Children of God v. 2 1. 


Which ſtate and condition muſt make ſuch 


bappy ſouls very comfortable in this World, 
and qualify them for, and be aſſur'd of exquiſite 


happineſs, to the endleſs ages of eternity, Be- 
cauſe This law of the ſpirit, is a real vital 


I 2 piin- 


viii. 1, 2. And have incorporated them, into 


„ | 
principle of regenerating grace, working all 
manner of Real Goodneſs to the ſouls: 
and bodys of their Fellow Creatures, with 
great power and efficacy. Herein is our 
love made perfect that we may have boldneſs in 
the day of judgement, becauſe as Chriſt is, ſo 
are real Chriſtians in this world, 1 John iv. 17. 
That is as he was full of Holineſs and Purity, 


of Love and Charity, ſo do they with a filial 


love do all in their power to imitate him in all 
his imitable excellencies and perfections, as he 


was Meek and Lowly | in Heart, ſo are they: i 
therefore they find reſt to their Souls as their 
Lord and Maſter peremptorily declar'd they 
ſhould Math: x1. 29. Which the wicked does 


not enjoy, Ja. xlviii.z2. loi. 2 1. that is, they ex- 
petience themſelves poſſeſſedof a contented hap- 


py frame and diſpoſition of mind, let their 
ſtate and condition of life be what it will, They 
experience Chriſt's yoke eaſy and burden 
light.“ Matt. xi. 30. His glorious ſervice to be 
for their benefit and advantage both good and 
gainful, e ang * yea delightful, 


that 


6 


1 
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that Wiſdoms ways are ways of pleaſantneſs and 
all Her paths are peace, comfortable and de- 
Iightful, Prov. iii. 17, 18. 


Though the injunctions or precepts of Chriſt 
are difficult, hard, yea intolerable to depraved, : 
corrupted, vitiated nature, yet are a moſt ami- 
aable deſirable and delightful ſervice to a ſanc- 


tified heart, to the regenerated Soul, to the 
renew'd nature of Mankind, to ſpiritual minded, 
Perſons who have ſo learned Chriſt's, who have 
ſo heard Him, who have been taught by Him, 
as to put off concerning t their former converſation 
the Old Man, which is corrupt according to 
the deceitful luſts; being renewed in the ſpirit 
of their minds, having put on the New Man 
which after God is created in righteouſneſs and 
true holineſs, Eph. iv, 20 to 25. Such Perſons 
experience that Chriſt s yoke is a rational ſer- 
vice; conſonant or agreeable to right reaſon ; 


though contradictory to corrupted pajjutes de- 
my nature, 


The ſanetified or e ſoul my ne- 
ceſſrily be comfortable in d every circumſtance 


and 
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and ſituation of life, © they faint not; though 
© under afflitions becauſe their inward Man is 
* renewed day by day.” 2 Cor.iv.16. Thoug their 
bodies may weaken, yet the ſtrength and vigour 
of their minds and ſpirits are enlivened invigo- 
rated, though they may meet with loſſes and 
croſſes great difficulties in life, they are yery 
ſenſible it is for their good, © knowing that their 
* light affliction, which is but for a moment 
* (when compared to eternity) worketh for 
© them a far more exceeding and eternal 
© weight of glory,” Which not only makes 
them go through life chearful and com- 
fortable, but qualify and prepare them for 
the Noble and Grand Society of the Spirits of 
juſt Men made perfect, the conceptions of which 
is ſo exquiſite, that no perſons can form any 
idea of it, but thoſe happy ſouls, who have 
« received Chriſt, whom hath given them 
* power to become the Sons of God, Vital 
„ Beleivers in Him,” John i. 12. | 
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«© Who have purified their ſouls in obeying, 
the truth through the ſpirit unto unfeign'd 


ws - 


18 
et jove of the brethren who are regenerated, or 
« Porn again, not of corruptible ſeed, but of 
« incorruptible, by the word of God, which 
« ljyeth and abideth for ever,” 1 Peter 1. 22, 
23. Every one that loveth is born of God, and 
knoweth God, 1 John iv. 7. Thoſe who are 
not in actual poſſeſſion of the ſanctifying in- 
fluences of the grace of love, in their hearts, 
has not the true or right knowledge of God in 
their heads, in their minds and conceptions, 
however they may think of themſelves, or 
whatſoever pretences they make to others, neither 
can they enjoy any true ſolid, ſubſtantial ra- 
tional happineſs in this World, or be qualified 
for the Heavenly Grand Society, who are 
all love, all harmony, all felicity. 


The unregenerated or carnal mind, may 
for a time enjoy the laughter of Fools 
which is like the crackling of thorns under 
a pot Ecc. vii, 6. they may (for a moment as it 
were) enjoy ſenſual pleaſures, but not ſpiritual 
 faticfactions and enjoyments, for which they 
have no taſte, no reliſh, but on the contrary a 
diſtaſte a diſlike an averſion, becauſe the carnal 


mind 


6 1 


mind is enmity againſt God Rom: vii, 7. thelr 
Rational powers are corrupted by their ſenſitive 
appetites, their minds are enſlaved by ſenſual luſt 
and -- paſſions, there is a perfect contrariety in 
their affections and inclinations and actions to 
the will of God, therefore it is impoſſiible for 
hem to enjoy life (in reality and truth) comfor- 
table, whatever they pretend to do by outward 
appearance for whenever they think Rationaly, 
ſoberly, and ſedately, a conſcious ſenſibility of 
their not liveing in the favour and friendſhips of 
Almighty God, in whoſe power it is to make 
them Happy or Miſcrable to all eterntiy muſt 
be ſuch a condition, far yea very far from being 
agreable to them, but on the contrary, it muſt 
give them great uneaſineſs at the leaſt reflection, 
and a wounded ſpirit who can bear, Prov. xvili. 
14. For the wages of fin is death Rom. vi. 23. 


Therefore the only infallible recipes in' order 
to live comfortible in life and be Qualified for 
Heavenly happineſs, exquiſite unſpeakable fe- 
Jicity even to the endleſs ages of Eternity, is to 
become ſpiritual minded which is life and 
peace, Rom. vii C. Chriſt gives life and. vigor 
to the Soul, happineſs and pleaſure to the mind, 
and 


41 

peace, Rom. viii. 6. It gives vigour to the ſoul 
and an active ane courage to the heart» 
koly boldneſs, holy delight, not of ſuch a low 
and periſhable nature as the unſatisfying gratifi- 
cations of ſenſual enjoyments, which are com. 
mon to the Brute Creatures, but in truth and 
reality, it is nothing ſhort of the pleaſure of 
righteouſneſs and peace, and joy in the Holy 
Ghoſt, Rom. xiv. 17.. exerciling themſelves to 
Have a conſcience void of offence towards God 
and Man, Acts xxiv. 16. Not by fits and ſtarts, 
but in the whole courſe and tenor of their lives 
and actions, Vital Chriſtianity i is a uniform con- 
ſtant frame and diſpoſition of mind, and action 

of life, not on the firſt day of the week only 
(the Chriſtian Sabbath) but every day in the 
week, every moment of their lives, that —̃ 
« whether they eat or drink, or whatſoever, 
te they do, they do all to the glory of God, 1 [1 
Cor. X. 31, Real Chriſtians will perform all = 
natural actions to ſpiritual purpoſes, they will F 
eat and drink to refreſh their bodies and in- [1 
vigorate their minds, they will eat their food 
with chearfulneſs, and thankfulneſs, and drink f 
Sie | 9 588 
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the liquid extraction of the Barley or Grape witly 
Chriſtian mirth, knowing that a grateful chear- 
fal ſenfe of the goodneſs of God is always accep- 
table to him, both from Reafon and Revelation, 
Ecc. ix 7. Therefore they rejoice in the Lord 
alway, they make their moderation known unto 
all men, they are carefal for nothing but in eve- 
ry thing by prayer and ſupplications with thankſ- 
giving they make their requeſt known unto God, 
Philip. iv. 4, 5, 6. Being extremely ſenſible of 
the omnicience of Almighty God, that there 
is not a ſparrow killed without the cognifence 
of the divine being, and that the very hairs 
of their head are all numbered, therefore they 
fear not becauſe they know they are of infinite 
more conſequence, of much more eſtimation 
than any of the brutal part of the creation, . 
Math. x. 29, 30, 31. 8 


1 are not anxiouſly ET relating to any 
affair of Human Life, they have learned in 
whatſoever ſtate, ſituation or circumſtances 
they are in, therewith to be content, whether 
Poor or Rich, ; they en ſincerely beg of God 
| food 


11 

God convenient for them, that is moſt beneficial 
for their ſpiritual advantage, they had much ra- 
ther be poor and ſuffer afflictons, ſo that they 
can on rational and ſolid grounds be thoroughly 
ſatisfied they are the people of God, than to 
enjoy all the riches of the Indies; and to be 
deſtitute of ſuch delightful ſatisfactions, which 
infinitely exceeds the pleaſures of fin, that are 
but for a very ſhort ſeaſon, ſuch happy ſouls 
are not only humbled by afflictions but are truly 
and realy humbled under them, they are not 
angry or impatient at the permiffions or allot- 
ments of providence, - they are not of a moroſs 
ſower diſcontented temper and diſpoſition, but 
are Chriſtianlike chearful under all croſſcs and 
diſappointments of life, having always a ſenfibility 
on their minds, that they brought nothing into 
the World, neither can carry any thing out af 
It, they know every affliction, every croſs and 
diſappointment of life, even the very loweſt de- 


gree of poverty, will be made ſubſervient, ſo as 
to work together for their good, becaufe they 


are abſolutely certain they love God, which is 
demonſtrable to them by reaſon they find them - 
+ 2 ele. 23 
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ſelves poſſeſs d of an univerſal Love or Charity 


for all Mankind, willing and ready to do them 


all poſſible good both for their ſouls and badies 


as their capacities, ſituations and circumſtances 


in life will admit of, being fully convinc'd that 


Love is of God, and every one that loveth 1 is 


te born of God, and knoweth God, 1 John 
1v.7. They experience the ſenſible manifeſtation 
of Chriſt, love ſhed abroad in their heart, by 
the Holy Ghoſt; becauſe they are in abſolute 
ſubjection to all the. commandments of God, 
whereby they are aſſured that Chriſt dwelleth 
in them, by the ſpirit which he hath given 
them, 1 John iii. 22, 23, 24. Which hath 
cauſed them'to bereconcil'd and acquies to every 
afflicttive providence, for their whole affiance; : 
their ſole truſt is in God, they have conſtant com- 
munion with him, they make all their requeſts 


known to him, they acknowledge God in all 


their ways: therefore they experience their paths 
are directed as promiſed. prov, iii .6. They com- 


mit their works to the Lord, therefore they find 5 


their thoughts are eſtabliſhed, Prov. Xvi. 3. 
They always make the infallible word of God 


, the : rule and conduct of their life both in af | 
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gictive and proſperous circumſtances, which ue 
the only Recipes for Mankind to enjoy life com 
fortable on earth, and be qualified for and aſ- 
ſured of exquiſite happineſs to the endleſs ages 
of eternity, becauſe theſe are the only rules and 
methods to be filled with the knowledge of 


God's will in all wiſdom and ſpiritual under- 
Nanding, ſo as to enable them to walk worthy 


of the Lord unto all well pleaſing, and to be 
fruitful in every good work and to increaſe in 


the knowledge of God, and to be ſtrengthned 
with all might according to his glorious power, 


unto all patience and long ſuffering with joy- 
fulneſs, which makes them very thankful to God 
- who hath made them meet to be partakers of 
the Inheritance of the Saints in light, where 
there is fulneſs of Joy and pleaſures for evermore, 
ſuch as eye hath not ſeen, nor ear herd, neither 
enter'd into the heart of man to concieve, which 
he hath prepared for all thoſe who love him 1 


Cor ii. 9. ſo as to do his commandments, that 
have a right to the tree of life, ard may enter 
in through the gates into the City, Rev. xxii, 14. 
Of the living God the Heavenly Jeruſalem where 

is an innumerable company of Angels, and the 


grand ——— and Church of the firſt born, 


wh Cie 
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«where are the ſpirits of juſt men made perfect, 
-and Jeſus the mediator of the new Covenant» 
Heb. xii, 22 to 25. where is no need of the Sun, 
neither of the moon to ſhine in it, for the glory of 
the Lord doth light it, and the lamb. is the light 
thereof, there is no night there; for the Lord 
giveth them light and they ſhall reign for ever 
and ever,” I Feſus have ſent mine angel to teſ- 
« tify unto you theſe things in the churches. 
« Tam the root and the offspring of David, and 
& the bright and morning ſtar. And the Spirit 

and the brid: Say, Come. And let him that hear- 
eth jay, Come And let him that is a thirſt come: 
and whoſoever will let him take the water of 
« life freely. For I teſtify unto every man that 
heareth the words of the prophecy of this book, Tf 
any man ſhall add unto theſe things, God ſhat! 
« add unto him the plagues that are written in 
«& this book: And if any man ſhall take away 
« from the words of the book of this prophecy, God 
* ſhall take away his part out of the book of life, 
* and out of the holy city, and from the thing, 
« which are written in this book. He which teſ- 
« 7rfieth theſe thingss faith, Surely, I.come quick- 
40 Jy. Amen. Even fo, come, Lord Feſus. The 
« grace of our Lord Jeſus Chrift be with you all. 
Amen. Rev: xxii. 5, and 16 to the End. 
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4 S ALM I. New Verſion. 


O W bleſt is he who neꝰer conſents | i] 
by ill Advice to walk, N | i 
Nor ſtands in Sinners ways, Nor fits [1 

Where Men profanely talk! 
2. But makes the perfect Law of God 
his bus'neſs and Delight; 
Devoutly reads therein by Day, 
and meditates by * 


3. Like ſome fair Tree, wich, fed by Streams, 

with timely Fruit does bend, 
He till ſhall flouriſh, and Succeſs 
all his Deſigns attend. 

4 Ungodly Men, and their Attempts, 
no laſting Root ſhall find 

 Untimely blaſted. and diſpers'd 
like Chaff before the Wind. 


5. Their Guilt ſhall ſtrike the Wicked dumb 
before their Judge's Face: 
No formal Hypocrite ſhall then 
amongſt the Saints have place. 
6. For God approves the juſt Man's Ways ; 
to Happineſs they tend : 
But Sinners, and the Paths they tread, 
ſhall both in Ruin end. 


PSALM xv. New Verſton. 


4. 0 RD, who's the happy Man that may 
to thy bleſt Courts repair, 
Not, Stranger like, to viſit them. 
but to inhabit there ? ? 
2. Tis he, whoſe every Thought and bel 
by Rules of Virtue moves; 


Whoſe gen'rous Tongue diſdains to ſpeak 
the thing his Heart diſproves. 


3. Who never did a Shade forge, 
his Neighbour's Fame to wound; 
Nor hearken to a falſe Report 
by Malice whiſper'd round. 
4. Who Vice, in all its Pomp and Pow? rs. 5 
can treat with juſt.neglet; 
And Piety, tho? cloath'd i in Rags, 
religiouſly reſpeck. 
Who to his plighted Vows and Truſt 
has ever firmly ſtood; 
And tho? he promiſe to his Loſs, 
he makes his Promiſe good. 


5. Whoſe Soul in Ulery diſdains 
his Treaſure to employ ; 
Whom no Rewards can ever bribe 
the Guiltleſs to deſtroy, 
The Man, who by this ſteady Courſe 
has Happineſs inſur d? | 
When Earth's Foundation ſhakes, ſhall ſtand 
by Providence ſecur'd. 
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Dr. BENJAMIN HOADLEY, 


| Biſhop of Wincheſter. 


Rev”. Father in GOD, 


N Hamblenefs of Mind, with ' "0G 
rence of Behaviour, in Real Affection, 
I preſent my following Treatiſe to Your 
Lordſhip's Friendſhip, not as a florid 
-Oration, to diſplay Eloquence and Conciſe- 
neſs, becauſe. ſuch Methods of 8 peaking 5 
and Writing, in my humble Apprehenſion, 
are dry, huſky, ſapleſs, and lifeleſs, conſe- 


quently not good for the Uſe of Edifying, 958 
which Sz. Paul, in an engageing Manner, 


both by Precept and Example, hath en- 8 


courag d all Chriſtians to be very careful to 
obſerve in all Things, Rais. xiv. 19. xv. 2 
Epb. iv. 29. 1 Cor. xiv. 5. 12. 2 Cor. xii. 19. 
1 Therefore I pretent it to Your Lordthip, 
44 as 


2 [4] 
. * — 1 


tirely — and. buik on | God's 
holy Word, in order to rouſe all the 
carcleſs, and lukewarm Clergy of the 
Church of England, to. a Senſibility of 
their being a Principal Cauſe of fo many 
Diviſions and Sub- diviſions in our exccl- 
lent Eſtabliſh'd Church, as there is at 
this Day. May Almighty God grant, They 
may hereby be ſpiritually awakened, and fo 
be no longer a Diſgrace and Reproach to 
their holy Profeſſion, and of cauſing 
Rents in the Church, but on the con trary 
to live up to the Sacred Dignity of their 
vencrable Work, their important Em- 
ploymeat, and thereby be an Inſtrument. 
in the Hands of Providence of cauſeing 
Numbers to be added to our Excellent, 
Eftabliſhed Church, even ſuch as ſhall be 
ſaved, as there were to the Church in St. 
Peters Day, As ii. 47. 
Which muſt be Deſirable to all 
Chriſtians 


[K) 

Chriſtians, particularly to thoſe whobelieve 
the Articles of the Religion of the Church 
of England, are built on the Foundation 
of the only infallible written Word of 
Truth, (the Holy Scriptures) and that 
Her Forms and Ceremonies are aptly adap- 
ted for all Upright {incere Perſons, © To 
* owe unto the Lord, the Glory due 
ce unto His Name, and to worthip the 
Lord in the Beauty of Holinels, © as the : 
Royal Pſalmiſt ſo piouſly recommends, 
P/. xxix. 2. And in Spirit, and in Truth, 
ſuch as Chriſt aſſures Us, God ſecketh 

to worſhip Him, John iv. 23, 24. 
As Your Lordſhip in Your Juvenile 
Days, wrote a Book Intitled, the Reaſon- 
ableneſs of Conformity to the Church of 
England, which diſcovers Good Senſe, and 
an Excellent Spirit; and as Your Lord- 
ſhip has in an Eminent Manner promoted 
the Peace of the Church, by exerting 
Your Loopy s Eccleſiaſtical Authority, 
| | therefore 


L * J 
Therefore theſe my Endeavours to promote the Unity 
of the Church; muſt be agreeable to Your Lordſhip. — 


St. Paul hath commanded all Chriſtians to conſider 
each Other, ſo as to provoke toLove and toGood Works, 
Heb. x. 24. Therefore in the Spirit of Meekneſs, 
in all juſt reverential Regard to Your Lordſhip's Age 
and Dignity in the Church, I moſt humbly, ſincerely, 
and heartily beſeech Your Lordſhip, That You would 
either Your Self, or cauſe Your Worthy Son, (The 
Chancellor of Mincheſter, ) or ſomeOne or Other Apoſto- 
lical like Clergyman in Your Lordſhip's Dioceſe to 
write an Eſſay On the Reaſonableneſs of Each Indi- 
vidual of The Clergy of the Church of England, to act 
as Faithful Stewards, Shepherds and Watchmen, in 
each of their Reſpective Pariſhes, that they might 
be “ an E xample of the Believers, in Word, in Con- 
verſation, in Charity, in Spirit, in Faith, in Purity, 
ce giveing Attendance to Reading, to Exhortation, as St 
Paul very particularly charg'd His Son Timothy to 
practiſe, 1 Tim. iv. 12. 13. which might be a happy 
Means of cauſeing the Careleſs and Lukewarm Clergy 


to be very aſſiduous and careful in the Diſcharge of 


their holy important Truſt, and thereby of healing 
the unhappy Diviſions in our excellent eſtabliſhed 
Church, which muſt give Your Lordſhip unſpeakable 
Satisfaction and Pleaſure, and cauſe Your Grey Hairs 
to g⁰ to the Grave, with Peace and Comfort, and Your 
Pious Memory be revered, even to the lateſt Poſterity. 

I am with Profound Reverence, 


Your Lordſhip's Ready Servant atCommand, to F and 
| Promote the Sublimity of the Religion of the Bleſſed Jeſus, 


'8 0060 Edward +9 Sem. 


London, Whit Tueſday, 
June 9707 £753- 


 SCRIPTURAL REMEDIES 
For healing the unhappy Drv1s1oxs in the 
CHURCH of ENGLAND 
Particularly of ihoſs Proz called 


METHOD IS Ts. 


NIT T and concord, cementation 
and agreement in the Chriſtian 
Church both in ſentiment and prac- 


ﬀZ8= tile, worſhip and diſcipline i is very 
| amiable and defirable by all Chriſtians, that are 
. alike diſpos'd as St, Paul was, when he wrote 
to the Church of Chriſt at Corinth, ear- 
neſtly perſwading them, by the endearing 
te name of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that they all 
1. ſpeak the ſame thing that there might be no 
25 ' diviſions amongſt them, but that they might 


; * be 


E 
* be perfectly joined together i in the ſame mind, 
« and in the ſame judgment, ab Cor. 1, 10. 


ee as all mankind, even the very 
beſt of them, are liable to errors and miſtake, 


an abſolutely perfect and intire unanimity both 


in principle and practiſe is not reaſonably to be 


expected among them, till they happily arrive 
to that moſt glorious celeſtial ſtate of perfection, 
where they will no longer know in part, and 
propheſy in part, neither ſee through a glaſs 
darkly, but face to face, and know even as 
they are known, 1 Cor. xili, 12, 
St. Paul muſt be acknowledg'd by all con- 
ſiderate reflecting minds (who in reality beleive 


the authenticalneſs and veracity, the divine au- 


thority of the New Teſtament of our Lord arid 
Saviour Jeſus Chriſt) to be the moſt judicious 
pious propoſer, of healing of Church Breaches, 
who had the unanimity of the Church of 
Chriſt at heart and thoroughly underſtood 
both natural and reveal'd religion, equal, if not 
ſuperior to any mear man that ever exiſted from 


the creation of che world to this hour, and 


not- 


3 

notwithſtanding it is very clear and evident from 
his own writings, that real vital Chriſtians might 
differ from each other both in ſentiment and 
practiſe in the Chriſtian Catholick Church of 
Chriſt and yet be equally good and acceptable 

in the ſight of that God who knows the 
ſpirits of mankind, and by whom actions only 
can' be weighed in the ballance of infallible 
truth. 


In St. Pauls epiſtle to the Romans, which 


contains the ſum or ſubſtance both of the doc- 


trinal and practical parts of chriſtianity, the 
very quinteſſence of Divinity, the key (as it 

were) of the glorious goſpel of Chriſt, the 
unadulterated confeſſion of faith of the Chriſt- 
ian Church, and which is the moſt ſublime 


and divine epiſtle that ever was wrote, by 


that good and pious, noble Heroick valiant 
undaunted Soldier of Jeſus Chriſt, poſitively 
declares, that one Chriſtian, ©* believeth that 
* he may eat all things, and that another who 
« is weak eateth herbs. Therefore (ſays he) 
«< let him that eateth, deſpiſe not him that 
< eateth not, and let not him that eateth not, 

B 2 = judge 


1.44) 


* judge him that cateth, for God hath r= 


s ceived him, Rom. xiv, 2, 3. That is, as if 
the Apoſtle had ſaid in the Chriſtians ſtate of 


imperfection where mankind know but in part 
and ſee through a glaſs darkly, the neceſſary 
conſequence will be, that weakneſs or error, 
more or leſ:, will have poſſeſſion of the un- 
derſtandings and judgements of mankind, which 
will be the cauſe of various difterent thoughts 
and ſentiments, among Chriſtians, and yet if 
each act agreeable to the honeſty, and integrity 
df their minds, in whatever has a tendency tb 
promote the end anddeſign of chriſtianity, holineſs 
and goodneſs, in themſelves and others, they will 
be equally acceptable to God, as though they 
perfectly agreed both in the faith and practiſe 


of every minute circumſtance relating to the 


worſhip and diſcipline of the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion. And therefore not to be diſeſteem'd, 


or deſpiſed, much leſs perfecuted by any on 


that account. Who art thou that judgeſt 
another mans ſervant, to his own maſter, he 
1 ſtandeth or falieth, yea he ſhall be holden 
© up, for God is able to make him ſtand, ” 


Rom, xiv; 4. Which argument ought to 
quench, 


— 2 
- 
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quench, yea quite extinguiſh all the flames 
and ſparksof cenſoriouſneſsand uncharitableneſs 
and raſh: judging of each other for differing in 


ſentiment and practiſe, becauſe all form and ce- 


remonies, things of indifference, or at leaſt of 
not abſolute neceſſity in the Chriſtian Church, 
may be complied or not complied with, and 
yet not prevent Gods accepting them, and re- 
warding them for their conſcientious diſcharge. 
of their acting, according to their belief, or per- 
ſwaſions, of what was right and juſt. 


One man eſteemeth one day above another: 
© another eſteemeth every day alike, let every 
* man be fully perſwaded in his own mind, 


he that regardeth the day, regardeth it unto 
“the Lord, and he that regardeth not the day 


* to the Lord, he doth not regard it, he that 


© eateth eateth to the Lord, for he giveth God 


e thanks, and he that eateth not, to the Lord 
« he cateth not, and oye God thanks 2 


— 


Rom. xiv, 5. 


Theſe are ſufficient reaſons and arguments, 
(WPF Chriſtians diſagreeing with, or differin CE 
: . 83 from 


{9.7 
from each other both in ſentiments and prags 
tice in leſſer things or things of no moment or 
intrinſick value, as to themſelves from a real 
principle of conſcience, being fully convinced 
and perſwaded that what they actually do or re- 
frain from, is for the honour and glory of God, 
from a hearty unfeigned ſincere love to pleaſe 
him, ought not to be ſo much as thought ill of, 
much leis, cenſured and calumniated by any 
of their fellow creatures, but left to the deter- 
mina tion of. the righteous judgement of the only 
heart knowing and heart ſearching G d. Who 
« art thou that judgeſt another mans ſervant, 
* to his own maſter he ſtandeth or falleth. 10 
However it is very clear and evident, from St. 
Pauls writings, that he heartily wiſhed and de- 
ſir'd the unanimity of Chriſtians among them- 
ſelves, © that they all ſpeak the ſame thing, and 
* there be no diviſions, but that they might 
te be perfectly joined together in the ſame mind, 
ee and in the ſame judgement, 1, Cor. 10. And 
in order thereto he exerciſed all his reafonable 
powers and faculty's, to make mankind ſenſible 
that real chriſtianity, vital religion, did not conſiſt: 


merely 


E731 . 

merely in any modes or forms, either of faith * 
corſhip. For though he was free from all men, 
yet we find he made himſelf, “ ſervant to all, 
ee that he might gain the more, unto a Jew, 
e he became as a Few, that he might gain thoſe 
* that were under the law, as under the law, 
& that he might gain them that are under the 
© law, to them that are without law, as with- 
(e out law (being without law to God, but under 
e the law to Chriſt) that he might gain them 
te that are without law: In ſhort he was by in- 
ce finite wiſdom (who only foreſees what is the 
ce fitteſt and beſt) made all things to all men that 
© he might by all means fave ſome for the goſ-" 
« pels fake, ” Cor. 1, ix, 19, to 24. Or in 
other words for the increaſing the numbers of 
real believers Vital Chriſtians, for furthering 
and promoting of their true intereſt, both here 
and hereafter; this is a moſt glorious noble ex- 
ample vaſtly worthy, the imitation of all the 
Diſciples of Chriſt, who have in reality his ſub- 
lime religion at heart, particularly thoſe who 
have ſolemaly engaged themſclves as his more 
immediate meſſongers, v:2, the clergy of the 

B 4 Church 
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Church of England, who ſolemnly declares that 
they believe in their conſcience, they are called 
to their miniſterial office by the Holy Gh-ſt, to 

e turn men from darkneſs to light, and from the 

« power of ſatan to God, to heal all the unhappy: | 

« divifians in the Churc of Chriſt, to bring 

« back the wandring Chriſtian, to reſolve the 
e doubtful, to comfort the feeble minded, 

eto ſupport the weak, to be patient to all men, 

te to ſtabliſh, ſtrengthen and ſettle them, and 

ce build them up in their moſt holy faith, that 
« they might receive an inheritance among all 
« them that are ſanctified. In order to ac- 

compliſh and bring about theſe grand bencfi ial 
deſigns of the Chriſtian Religion. The faith, 

worſhip, and diſcipline of the Churchof England, 
is eſtabliſhed by wholeſome ſalutary laws, in 
Great Britain by Royal Eccleſiaſtical and Parli- 
mentary authority, her decrees being ordained 
by the brave and worthy reformers of the Chriſ- 
tian Church, in King Henry the eights reign, 
and have con inued ever ſince, and reſembles 
ap ſt⸗ ical inſtitutions the neareſt any one eſt- 


abliſhed or tolerated religion in the whole 


Nor Id; A 
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world; they being built entirely and ſolely en 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles, only grounded and 
rooted in the Holy Scriptures, as moſt evidently 
and clearly appears from her fixth article, and 
her twentieth article. In order to unite all her 
members in evangelical faith, and undiſſembled 
brotherly love and affection; and to unite all 
their hearts in rational fervent publick devotion 
(as One) humbly and reverently offering up their 
united prayers, thankſgivings, and praiſes to 
almighty God, in divine ſpiritual worſhip, (in 
ſpirit and in truth,) “ giving unto the Lord the 
« glory due unto his name, worſhipping the 
1 Lord, in the beauty of holineſs as holy David 
ct the man after Gods own heart, moſt rationally 5 
and piouſly recommends, 1. Chron. xvi. 
29. Pſalms xxix. 2. and Pſalms xcvi. 9. And 
with that becoming decehcy and order, as St. 
Paul commands all church worſhip and ſervices 
ſhould be perform'd as recorded, 1. Cor. xiv. 40. 
Which decency and order is ſo admirably 
ordained by the venerable reformers of our 
Engliſh Church, that it has a natural ten- 
dency to the general edification of all her. 
hearty 


i 16 ] | 

hearty: fincere real members, by enlightning 
their underſtandings engaging their hearts and 
aſfections, in uniform unfeign'd ſincere devotion, 
uniting all the powers and faculties of their 
fouls in rational, beneficial ſpiritual worſhip, 
ſpeaking to almighty God in palms and ſpiritual 
ſongs, making melody in their hearts to him, 
with the voice of joy and praiſe, with fringed 


inftruments and organs, as the divinely inſpir'd, 


royal Pfalmiſt ſo judiciouſly, religiouſly, feelingly, 
recommends in his 15oth. Palm, wherein he 


concludes that admirable moſt uſeful beneficial 


compoſition. But alas! alas! how moſt ſhame- 
fully and lamentably has the well regulated eſ- 


tabliſhed Chriſtian Church been moſt baſely and 


ſcandalouſſy abuſed, by many of her profeſſing 
miniſters and people, diſregarding or lighting 


her ſound doctrines, or faith: Sound ſpeech 


« that cannot be condemned,” Titus iii. 


1, 2, 8. Neglecting to contend earneſtly, for 


the faith which was once delivered unto the 
Saints, Jude ili. Speaking things which do not 
become ſound doctrine, fulfilling St. Paul's pro- 
pheſy, Not enduring ſound doctrine having 
„ itching 


—— 


1 
e itching dars, 2 Tim. iv. 3. And deſpiſing, or 
at leaſt: ſuperficially regarding her holy ordi- 
pances, and d ſobaying her precepts: © Wha 
& are lovers of pleaſure, more than lovers of 
& God, having a form of godlineſs, but deny= 
e ing the power thereof.” 2 Tim. iii. 4, 5. 0 


| what a number both of her preachers and hears 
[ ers, are there who make an outward ſhow and _ 
| profeſſion of Religion, only having indeed a | 


name to live, but are dead; as the Church in 
Sardis is by a moſt awakning alarming precaution 
deſcribed to us to be in: Rev. iii. 1. How luke- 
warm and lifeleſs are theſe profeſſors theſe nominal. 
Chriſtians in the ſubſtantial vital acting principles 
of Chriſtianity, yet many, too many of theſe ſpi- 
ritual lifeleſs profeſſors are ſo ſtupidly zealous, 
as to be contented and reſt ſatisfied in only per- 
forming and complying with the outward ce- 
remonies of the church, lip and bodily ſervice 
only, while they are total ſtrangers to the power 
of it: their hearts and lives no ways affected or 


influenced by it, their converſation in the world. 
being inconſiderate, vain, or profane, as bad, 
if not worſe then thoſe who make no pretence 
to religion, 
OO Many 
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Many there are who make merchandiſe of 


church livings, church ſervices, and ſtanding by; 
or for the church (as they vulgarly term it) from 
the ſame principle as Demetrius the ſilver ſmith 


and workmen of the like occupation did by 
the idolatrous heathen goddeſs Diana of the 


Epheſians, by which craft they acknowledged 
* got their wealth. 


If all the clergy of our excellent well con- 


ſtituted eſtabliſhed church in theſe realms, in 
each of their reſpective pariſhes, were to live. 
ſuitably and agreeably to their moſt ſolemn be- 
neficial grand office, their venerable work as 


evangelical Miniſters of their Lord and Maſter. 


Jeſus Chriſt. The people called Methodiſts, and 


all denominations of Proteſtant Diſſenters would 


in a very ſhort ſpace of time become a ſmall. 
body of people (if any) to what they now are, 


in this looſe profane irreligious luke warm age. 


Therefore as theſe are the real ſentiments of 
my very heart and ſoul, and as Ifind in mea ſin- 
cere and earneſt defire of being a means or in- 
ſtrument | in the hand of divine providence in aſ- 

fiſting Y 
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Aiſting to remove the cauſes and ſtumbling blocks 
of theſe diſſentions, in our excellent Church: by 
humbly propoſing ſome methods or remedies to 
be made ule of, both by her clergy and laity, 


in order to anſwer theſe happy deſireable ends, 


which are deduciable from the Sacred Scriptures, 
wherein real miniſters of Chriſt are repre- 


ſented as ſtewards, ſhepherds, watchmen, which 
from the very nature of their employment 
beſpeaks reſidence in each of their reſpective pa- 
tiſhes, whom they have ſolemnly taken the 
charge of; and have declared they have been 
moved thereto by the Holy Ghoſt. | 


Therefore I would with the greateſt humi- 
lity and reverence eſteem and reſpeci moſt hear- 
tily and ſincerely recommend to all clergymen 
of the Church of England to reſide the greateſt 
part of the year if not the whole in each of 
their reſpective pariſhes ; but if on any peculiar 
and extarordinary caſe, as illneſs or the infirmi- 
ties of old age, it will not conveniently or uſe- 
fully permit of it, that they then be extremely 
careful to make choice of ſuch aſſiſtants or cu- 
rates as are able miniſters of the New Teſta- 


* * 


a ment, 
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ment, who ſtudy to ſhow themfelves approved 
unto God, workmen that need not be aſhamed 

Tightly dividing the word of truth, ſhunning 
profane and vain babblings, 2 Tim. i. 15; 16, 
Every kind of thing in converſation, either in 
private or more public, which has a tendency 
to corrupt and defile the mind and heart, to 
tincture it with light and irreverent thoughts of 
God and his holy word, to give it a diſtaſte to 
every thing that is ſerious or religious, uſeful 
and beneficial to promote, and further the di- 
vine and ſpiritual life in their own ſouls, or r the 
ſouls of others. 


Such vain looſe wicked corrupt converſation 
ought to be avoided and ſhunned as venemous 
poiſon of the worſt kind, the moſt malignant 
nature. For real Chriſtians know that evil com- 
munications corrupt good manners: and that 

they are not to permit on any conſideration 
whatſoever, any corrupt communication for to 
proceed. out of their mouths, but that which is 
$00d to the uſe of edifying ; that it may mi- 
niſter grace unto the hearers, Epheſ. iv. 29. 
that they ever n mankind againſt 


vice, 


„ 


vice, and immorality, and for ever to avoid the 


leaſt appearance of evil, and to encourage all 
manner of virtue and piety and real goodneſs 


as are uſeful and beneficial both to the bodies 
and ſouls of their fellow creatures. That their 
ſpeech be always with grace, ſeaſon'd with ſalt: 
Coloſſ. iv. 6. Real vital Chriſtians, the Diſci- 
ples indeed of the Bleſſed Jeſus will always ear- 
neſtly deſire and endeavour to have their con- 
verſation ſeaſoned with the ſalt of truth and 
goodneſs, love and affection to their fellow mor- 
tals; extracted from the pure unadulterated 


word of God, without the leaſt flattery or diſ 
ſimulation, not as men pleaſers, but as pleaſing 


ef God, with the ſalt of ſpiritual wiſdom, words 
fitly ſpoken which are like apples of gold in pic- 
tures of filver, Prov. xxv. 11. Prudential words 
which will teach and inſtruc mankind the 
only time when, the method and manner of, and 


the degree and meaſure how much to ſpeak, 


and when to leave off, 


If all parochial miniſters were thus qualified 


and thus acted, (which by Gods grace is in Their 


own 
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Sun power, and ought not to actept of the cufe 
95 ſouls without ſuch quilifioations. E 


Thus vigilant ſober and of good beliaviour; 

' given to hoſpitality, not given to wine; no ſtri- 

ker, not gredy of filthy lucre, but patient, not 

2 brawler, not coveteous: Tim. iii, 2, 3. 

Ruling well both by precept and eximple, la- 

8 bouring i in the word and doctrine, watching for 
"the ſouls of their fellow creatures, as thoſe that 
muſt give an account that they may do it with 

Joy, and not with grief: they would then take 

very great delight in ſtudying and preaching, 
their own ſermons, and would be far from 
thinking 1 it ickſome, tireſome, or troubleſome, 

but would then behave as faithful truſty 

' ſhepherds, duly feeding both Chriſts Sheep, arid 

Lambs: they would call and viſit them, nt 

from motives of any carnal lucrative views, 

worldly advantages, no no! Then the poor 
of their pariſn would baue * viſits if not 
more, than the ric. ; 


« The nobility and gentty, with their children, 
"ol domeſtick ſervants: the tradeſmen, farmers, 


Ke labourers}; each individual ſoul would be 
enrol. ed 


F 


enrolled in Their catalogue of choice valuabies? 


they would then perſonally converſe with hem, 
frequent and freely, chearfully and profitably, 
both warning the unruly, comforting the feeble 


minded, ſupporting the weak, patient to all: 
Theſs. i. v. 14. And if their pariſh was ſo very 


extenſive or ſuch a number of inhabitants that 
reſided in it, which would not poſſibly admit of 
their miniſters perſonal frequent viſits, they would 
take care to provide able Curates or aſſiſtants to 
ſupply their places: for ſuch goſpel miniſters 
would be quite the oppoſite of a coveteous diſ- 


poſition, they would be of a noble generous be- 


nevolent temper and good diſpoſition, always 
devising1 liberal things. ; 


Such miniſters oth receive TROY tithes, 

das ſabſcriptions,- gifts or preſents with one 
hand; and doing all poſſible good with them hy 
the other hand, in particular to thoſe who are of 
the houſehold of faith, knowing that a cup of 


cold water given to any one as being a Diſciple 


of Chriſt, would not looſe its. reward: Mate x: 
42. Mark ix. 41. Such conſcientious, real gof- 
Fe mmiſters,. ſuch worthy. venerable. oletgy: of 

C the 
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the; Church of England, in each of their reſ- 
pective pariſhes, would gain the unfeign'd love 
and affection of all their pariſhoners, yea of all 
people; except the deſperate reſolutely vitious 
reprobates, hardned wretches that bid defiance 
to the magiſtracy, both of Heaven and Earth, | 
that practically disbelieves either in a God, or 


a Devil, in Heaven or Hell) ſo that inſtead of 


having their worldly dues kept back from them, | 
they would be ſuperadded to them 


— For by liberal things, he that deviſeth li- 
4 beral things ſhall ſtand: Iſa. xxxii. 8. 
« there is that ſcattereth, and yet increaſeth | z 
«and there is that witholdeth more than is 
e meet, but it tendeth to poverty, The liberal 
4 ſoul ſhall be made fatt: and he that watereth | 
e ſhall be watered alſo himſelf: Prov. xi. 24, 


1 Caſt thy bread upon the waters: for thou 


« ſhalt find it after many days. Give a portion 
© to ſeven, and alſo to eit: Fee. Xi. 1, 2. 
„ Take heed, and beware of covetouſneſs: 
ſaid our bleſſed Lord, to him that deſired him 


$ 


* Ag 


to divide the inheritance:“ Luke xil. 13,1 35 


Which caution and charge is applicable to all 
Chriſtians 


* 49% 
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Cbriſtians, more eſpecially to the immediate 


meſſengers of the bleſſed Jeſus; their work bein 8 | 
of very great. importance, of great conſequence 
not a bare name, title and dignity, a place of 
worldly honour and command; not deſiring 
filthy lucre, nor through coveteouſneſs, ſhall 
with feign'd | words making merchandiſe ; 
giving 1 no offence in any thing that the miniſtry 
be not blamed, but in all. things apptoving them- 
felvesas the Miniſters of God, hiving renounced 
the hidden things of diſhoneſty, not walking in 
craftineſs nor handling the word of God deceit- 
fully; but by. manifeſtation of the truth, com- 
mending themſelves to every man's conſcience 
in the fight of God: 2 Cor. iv; 2. Not as being 
lords oyer God' 8 heritage, but being enſamples 
to the flock: 1 Peter v. 3. © In word, in con- 
6 verſation, in charity, in faith, in pririty, giving 
0 attendance, to reading to exhortation to doc- 
wn trine! 1 Tim. iv, 12. : 


„If all the clergy of the Chufch of England, 
(Gould by the grace of God) thus become qua- 
 lified, thus minded, did thus conſcienciouſſy dif- 
charge theſe neceſſary miniſterial chriſtian dutys 

C 2 in 


LY 


in good earneſt, from a principal of rendring 

themſelves acceptable to God, and uſeful and be- 
neficial both to the bodys and ſouls of their fellow 
creatures. (Their pariſhoners in particular,) they 
would procure to themſelves their love and 
eſteem, and extraordinary affection, which would 
caufe them almoſt irreſiſtably to attend them in 
their publick miniſtrations and inſtruQions, 
uniting with them as it were with one heart, 

one Voice in publick prayers, and thanksgivings, 

and praiſes to almighty God, not only on that 
holy and ſacred day (the chriftian ſabbath) ſet 
apart for theſe ſolemn neceſſary beneficial dutys, 
but on any other day of hour, that ſuch fout 
caring clergy ſhould judge convenient uſeful and 
beneficial for their pariſhoners in general: They 
would then all high and low rich and poor, ſoon 
be cured of itching ears, after founds of doctrine. 
Then Coblers and Shoe-makers, Tinkers and 
Brazeirs, Blackſmiths and Partters, Taylors and 
Stay-makers,, Barbers, and Perriwig-makers, 

Carpenters and Joiners, Maſons and Brieklayers, 
Bakers and Rutchers, Farmers and Cow-keepers; 
2 Malſtets and. Brewers, Coombers and Weavers, 


3 | Plumbers 
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Plumbers and Glaziers, i and Cabinet- 
makers, Hedgers and Ditchers, Threſhers and 
Thatchers, Colliers and Carriers, Carmen and 
Scavengers, Coopers and Baſkit-makers, would 
have no hearers: (as preachers). yea. even theſe 
Lay Teachers would then (if they were real chriſ- 
tians) obey them who had thus gave ſuch a 
full proof ſuch undeniable evidence of their 
miniſtry, by doing the work of Evangeliſts, as 
they that muſt give an account - who thus watch 
for the ſouls of their pariſhoners: to ſuch apok- 


tolical like rulers, they would be in ſubjection 


as St. Paul, hath peremptorily commanded: 


Heb. xiii, 17, They would alſo then obey his 


judicious precaution, to mark them which cauſed 
diviſions and offences, contrary to apoſtolical 
doctrine, which they had well learned, and 
chun and avoid all ſuch, becauſe they would be 


of no real ſervice to Chriſt, and his pure and 


* 


e Rom. 3 xi. 17, 18, 


The dos in each of their Pariſh Churches, 


Who are qualified for their important work as 


before deſcribed, would then by happy ex- 
C 1 perience 


= 
perience find that to preach the goſpel, was 


not to do it with wiſdom of words, leaſt the 
Croſs of Chriſt ſnould be made of none affect: 


1 Cor. i; 17. That is, to inveigle, allure, attract, 


mankind in their preaching by the authority of 
human eloquence, is not preaching of Chriſt. 
Therefore they would - deſiſt from it leaſt the 


pure ſimple plain doctrines of the bleſſed Jeſus; 


would be thereby render'd contemptible by ſuch 
an affected ſhowy PO way and manner 
. prevebing, . oaths ft 


| Beeauſe for this very y fubſtantial W that 


1 truths, poſitiye precepts, ſelf evident 


dutys; can without the leaſt human art and 


dann whatever, be conyeyed with greater en- 


ergy, warmth, and vigour: be enforc' d from 


the fole quthority of the pure unadulterated 
7 word of God, to the hearts and conſciences of 
mankind; and ſo make deep laſting impreſſions 


on them: then all the charms of human elo- 
quence, for ſlorid arations, affected cadences, 
and high | ſtrained conciſe words, has only a ten- 


dency to tickle the ear, to pleaſe the 1 imagination ; 
| but ot! to mend the heart. The way and manner 


of 


9 


of that excellent Divine Orator St. Pauls 


inſtructions was, with the greateſt meekneſs 


and reverence, with gravity and ſeriouſneſs, 
with pious zeal, cogent and perſwaſive, plain 


and proſitable; every truth and duty neceſſary 


to be beleived and practiſed, he deliver'd with 
brevity without obſcurity, with gravity without 
affectation, with eloquence without oſtentation, 
or vain glory; to be thought well of by men, 
ſubſtantialy and ſolidly inſtruting mankind in 
the grand ſublime neceſſary duty's of the me- 
ridian glorious Sun-ſhine of the Goſpel of his 
Lord and Maſter Jeſus Chriſt: enforcing foch 
cogent arguments and motives to a holy good 
life, in fuch an inviting familiar plain eaſy en- 


gaging way and manner, that the real ſucceſs 


and prevalency of his preachin gs and inſtructions, 
yery clearly and manifeſtly appeared to be of 
God, and not from the wiſdom of man, 


For boy himſelf moſt auehmiy f PRE 
when he came to the Church at Corinth: he 


came not with excellency of ſpeech, or of 


| *-wiſdom; declaring unto them the teſtimony 


"IM N of God, for that he Was determined not to | 
| C 4 * know 
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& know any thing among them, ſave Jeſus 
« Chriſt; and him crucified: 1 Cor. ii. 1, 2 
And that his ſpeech and, his preaching was | 
„ not with entecing words of man's wiſdom, I 
© but in- demonſtration of the ſpirit, and of 3 
| „ power: that their faith ſhould not ſtand in 
e the wiſdom of men, but in the power of 
| * God,” ver. 4, 5. Now the power of God, 
| or the powerful influences of the holy ſpirit in 
the preaching of the word of God, cannot be 
either experienced or demonſtrated in a rational, 
true and juſt way and manner, either by mi- 
niſters or people; unleſs it actually produces in 
„ them, kind and benevolent diſpofitions; real vi- 
1 tal active chriſtianity, to do all the good offices 
for the ſouls and body's of each other, all the 
unhappineſs in the world, both in Church and 
ſtate, is principaly and chiefly occaſioned by 
mankind, not being poſſeſſed of theſe Chriſ⸗ 
| graces, theſe divine virtyes. 


W_ 


— — 


a The Bleſſed Jeſus's Grand Embaſly in this our 
wicked world, was to deſtray the works of the 
Pevil, who always was, and ever will be the 
implacable enemy of mank ind, ec e going about 
per „ d like 


n 2 . ” —— —— — 
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er like a roaring lion, ſeeking whom he may 


« devour, 1 Peter v. 8. To ſet them at va- 
riance with God and each other. Therefore 


Chriſt, in order to beget in mankind a filial re- 


verential fear, and love to their maker, and 


kind beneficient tender inclinations and af- 
fections to each other; Hath commanded us 


to love the Lord our God with all our heart, 
with all our ſoul, and with all our mind; and 
our neighbour as ourſelves, Matt, xxii. 37, 39. 


Therefore he left his dying legaccy as a charter, 
whereby mankind ſhould on condition be en- 


rolled and priviledg'd as his real diſciples; which 
condition was, to love one another, a new 
«© commandment I give unto you, that ye love 


* one another as I have loved you, that ye alſo 


e love one another; by this ſhall all men know 


that ye are my diſciples, if ye have love one 
ge to another: John xiii. 34, 35. 


In the firſt ages of chriſtianity a very peculiar 
regard, a ſingular reſpect was paid to this moſt 


amiable expreſs command of their Lord, and 
though there were as great variety of tempers 


and 
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and diſpoſitions among Chriſtians as others, 
and very conſiderable differences of opinions, re- 


lating to religions, both among the Jewith and 


Gentile converts, yet they maintain'd an hearty 
 fincere fervent love and charity for each othes, 
ſo as it became very remarkable: that the Hea- 


thens wonder'd at the love harmony and friend 


ſhip there were among the Chriſtians. But alas! 


to our ſhame be it ſpoken, how. little, (very 
little) of this excellent ſpirit; this truly Catholick 
temper and diſpoſition,” is there to be found 
among the generality .of TR *. are 


denominated Chriſtians. | 


Is not great part of the viſible Church rent 


to pieces, through a ſpirit of diſcord and un- 
charitableneſs do we not ſee, whole ſocieties 


at 2 diſtance and abſtaining from ſocial and 


friendly Offices, only becauſe they happen to 


differ about matters of mers ſentiment and opie 
nions, things of indifference: nay, do not mem- 
bers of the ſame ſocieties who have nothing of 
ſentiment ta quarrel about: yet ſo far indulge 
their particular humours and intereſts, as to 


harbour ill natür'd thoughts and diſpoſitions 


towards | 


— 


: 
N 
: 
f 
' 


towards each other, as variance, emulation, 
wrath; ſtrife, hereſes: ſuch perſons whatever 
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pretences they make to religion are by the in- 
fallible word of God excluded the Kingdom of 
Heaven, Gal. v. 20, 21, St. Paul in his Epiſtle 
to the Coloſſians inculeates the practiſe of 


Chriſtian virtues, as the only ſafe and ſure evi- 


dence of weir 2 vital 1 "me Tone in 


_ 
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ee by, * ſeeking and ſetting their af- 
ce fections on. things above: Coloſſ. ili, 1. In- 
timating thereby they ſhould have a very pe. 
culiar regard to heavenly things, and frequently 


entertain them in their minds, as the moſi 
powerful prevailing | motives to avoid every kind 


of thing that had the leaſt tendency to evil, 


and purſue every thing that was realy good and 
praiſe worthy. The evil he cautioned them 
:* to avoid, was thoſe perſonal vices, they were 
/F addicted to while Heathens,” ver. 8. The 
Hat vice he precautions them againſt was co- 
veteouſneſs ; which he juſtly terms eee 


| A uf : | i | | This 


1 

This faſhionable vice, this prevailing fin ſhould 
be verycarefully guarded againſt by all Chriſtians, 
particularly the clergy of our excellent Church; 
who profeſſes themſelves to be the Ambaſſador? 
of Chriſt, who are by St. Paul term'd un- 
qualified if they are tinctur d with that vice, 1 
Tim. i. 3. And I am thoroughly perſwaded, 
extremely ſenſible, that this fin of Coveteouſneſs 
among the clergy of the Church of England; 
has and is the cauſe of more diſſentions from the 
Church of England, than her modes of faith and 
worſhip. For if they preach to their pariſhoners 
the duty. of real love and affection, to do all the 
kind offices for each other poſſible: © that they 
« do good, that they be rich in good works, 
ready to diſtribute, willing to communicate, 
1 Tim. vi. 17, 18. Which is their duty to 

preach and inſttuct their pariſhoners in, if St. 

Paul's authority in C urch duty's be valid, or 

of any conſequence. And if at the ſame time the 
preachers themſclves of theſe excellent doctrines, 
theſe abſolutely neceſſary Chriſtian. dutys, are 
of a mea ſelfiſh ſpirit, will only, or principaly 
viſit their pariſhoners, thoſe-of them who makes 
7 RT ken- 
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Entertainments, or gives them 4 Jugg of good 
ſmooth Ale, or a Mugg of ſtrong bright Ocs 
tober, a Bowl of Punch, or a Bottle of Wine; 
and ate of a coveteouſneſs diſpoſition „in fo 
much that when they know many of their poor 


pariſhoners doesnot make a meal on meat{hard! y) 
one day in the week, or drink a ſup of good 


Ale; and they themſelves fare ſum ptuouſly every 
day, and not have the chriſtianity or real good= 
neſs as much as to let their poor pariſhoners 
partake of the crumbs of Bread or offal Meat, 


"neither ſupply them with Money to purchaſe 
the common neceſſaries of life. Though they 


plentiful Church living; or livings (extra) 
ate cauſes ſufficient to make the whole 
pariſh diſſent ſrom their preachments, becauſe 
they muſt be ſenſible they are infincere, (Hy- 
poctites,) by not beleiving themſelves, that to 
be their duty which they preach to others, other- 


wiſe they would certainly practiſe what they 


preach d, Beware (ſays our Lord) of falſe 
. Prophets, which comes to you in ſheeps 
* * cloathing, but Am; they are ravening 


8 © wolves, | 


themſelves may have perſonal Eſtates, and a 
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4 wolves, ye. Ty know them by their runs? 4 


Matt. vil. 1 LY 16. 


The ad a bel Seriptaral " PUN? in 
order to cure the unhappy. Diviſions in the 
Church of England, in particular thoſe term'd 
Methodiſts, is for the clergy, (her miniſters) to 
deſpiſe the vanity and pride of worldly riches 
and honours, in imitation of their Lord and 
Maſter Jeſus Chriſt, to be of a meck humble 
patient contented and benevolent diſpoſition, 
always ſeeking the good and happineſs of man- 


kind, particulary thoſe who are more immediate 
under their inſpection and care, in each of their 
reſpective pariſhes i both for their fouls and 
bodys; and take great care that whatever act of 
kindneſs and goodnefs they do to them, that it 
proceeds from principles of real love and af- 
fection to them, for if it does not iſſue from 
this Chriſtian ſpring, there is no intrinſick virtue 
in it; for if acts of kindneſs ſprings forth from 
the mean principle of ſelf love, worldly intereſt 
and advantage, if we do it only to promote our 
5 own reputation, or further fome' ſinniſter ends; 
ſelfiſſi 


7 * 1 
Kh defigns, i it is only human policy, not WF 
tian virtue, it is only counterfitting goodneſs, 
for nothing can make it real goodneſs, ſubſten- 
tantial and in reality fo, but an unfeign'd diſ- 
Intereſted love and affection, to thoſe whom 
they perform any acts of kindneſs and bene- 
volence, from a hearty ſincere deſire, and en- 
deavour to pleaſe their God by reſembling him 


in all his moral perfections; to imitate Chal 


who went about doing good. 


. In the Chriſtian Church, the moſt obvious 
| ſpiritual relationſhip, is between Miniſters and 
their patiſhoners; thoſe whoſe ſouls in ſo pe- 
culiar a manner they havetaken ſuch ſolemn care 


and charge. of, eſpecially that they take great 


care of their precious immortal part, that it 


may be in good health, and proſper, as they | 
have faithfully promis'd to endeavour in a par- 


ticular manner might be. Therefore if the 


clergy 1 in general would make conſcious to diſ- 


charge this their duty, which they have ſo ſo- 
lemnly and religiouſly undertaken: it would be 


0 h A ppy means of healing Church Diviſions, 
they 


1 
1 
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againſt relying for ſalvation on a ſpeculative, meer 
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they would be then very diligent and careful td 
feed their pariſhoners, each reſpectively witlx 
the fincere milk of the-word of God, that they 


might grow thereby, they would then repreſent 


and ſet forth goſpel truths, in the eaſieſt and 
moſt natural light they were capable of, being 
deſign'd for their ſpiritual intereſt ahd ad- 


vantage, that have the greateſt tendency to pro- 


mote vital chriſtianity, precautioning of the 
notional faith, frequently ringing in their ears; 
that without Holineſs no one ſhall ſee the Lord. 

In the ſpirit of meekneſs declaringthe 1 whole will 
of their Lord, not as men pleaſers, but teaching 
the way of Godin truth, coininending themſelves 
to every man's conſcience, as in the fight of 
God; not preaching thèmſelves, but Chriſt 
Jeſus the Lord, and themſelves theit ſervants 
fot Jeſus's fake, 2 Cor. iv, 5. Then they would 

* preach the word, be inſtant in ſeaſon, out of 
tt ſeaſon: reprove, rebuke, exhort with all long 
5 ſuffering and doctrine; as St, Paul fs ſo- 
te lemnly charged his ſon Tiwothy before Ged 
10 and the Lord Jeſus Chfiſt, who ſhall judge 
5 the 
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*. the quick and the dead, at the appearing in | 
e his kingdom :” 2 Tim. iv. 1, 2; Real G-ſpel 
miniſters will thus conſcientiouſly inſtruct th ir 
pariſhoners | in all chriſtian ditys, with an equal | 
| regard for all they are related to, as being their | 
| Paſtors or Teachers, because the ſouls of all they 
have taken charge of, Rich and Poor, are of eg- I 
val value, of infinite conſequence they will ; in- 
' irua their whole flock, in ſeaſon and out of 
ſeaſon, as becomes the Goſpel of Chriſt; they 
wil become all things unto all men, as 
far as innocence and chriſtiat prudence will 


permit, they will be caly of acceſs, of a free 
courteous behaviour, a converſable and be- 
nevolent diſpoſition: they will act all the ſriend- 
ly kind offices of ſocial life, thereby giving 
as it were 4 ſpecimen of the influence that 
chriſtianity have on themſelves, and which ought 
to have on all who profeſs to be chriſſians; in 
order to anſwer the moſt defirable end of pro- 
moting Harmony upon Earth, Good will to 
mankind, which was declared by the Angelick 
Holt tc to be the glorious Embaſſay of the Bleſſed 
Jcfus; Luke il. 10 to, 15.  Confequetitly the 
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very inſtitution and principle end of the wotk of 
the miniſtry was to promote theſe beneficial 
purpoſes of their Bleſſed Lord. Therefore all 
the clergy who bave the cauſe of Chriſt at heart, 
(the Unanimity of the Church) will be EX= 
ceeding careful and aſſiduous, to demonſtrate 
their zeal, their love, and affection, to their 
Lord and Maſter, and all mankind: and in a 
very peculiar manner, to all thoſe ſouls they have 
folemnly undertaken the care of, to make them 
ſenſible, not only by the word of God, but by 
their own lives and converſations, their Ex- 
ample; that Real Chriſtianity, Vital Religion, 
is a moſt glorious amiable ſcheme, calculated 
for the good order, harmony, peace, comfort, 
and happineſs of mankind, (both perſonal 
and ſocial) on Earth, and alſo in Heaven, to 
the endleſs ages of Eternity, which ex- 
amples and inſtructions of the Clergy, will be a 


happy means of healing all our unhappy » I 


viſions in the Church of England; to unite Chriſ- 
_ tians, to worſhip, almighty God, as it were with 
one heart, one voice, in one tune; and be alſo a 
means by! the bleſſing of God, "of wearing out thoſe 

1 de- 


£3 1 


gelorm d ill natur d ſower apprehenſions, that 
atheiſtical, deifitical, or irreligious formal pro- 
feſſors have, or may have, of the religion of the 
bleſſed Jeſus; and by degrees (in time) to re- 
concile them with, and engage them in the hearty 
ſincere unfeign'd love and practiſe of it, tho- 
roughly convinceing chem that the real Chriſtian 
Motto is? Non magna loquimer ſed vivimus. It 
not only ſpeaks good things but lives them, 


Larlpturil Remedies alſo for healing the un- 
happy Diviſions in our excellent Church as by 
law eſtabliſhed in Great-Britain: is for all her 
Lay Members, as well as Eccleſiaſtical 
would be to, live agreeable to, as well as 
complying outwardly with her decrees, and in- 
ſtitutions, otherwiſe they will be only rotten 


limbs, lifeleſs branches, inſignificant, yea hurt- 
full Members of the Church of England: O 


what a number of perſons among mankind of 
both ſexes haye I heard expreſs themſelves with 
a ſtupid zeal and warmth for the Church of 
England, ſome of whom who livd in the 
univerſal practiſe of that moſt notorious ſin of 

Ss - takeing 
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ba God 8 Holy N. ame in vain, and in : curling 
and ſwearing, others in lying and cheating, 


out-witting of people, as they rediculously term 


it. Some living i in the manifeſt audacious breech 
of the Sabbath, makeing trifling excuſes for it 
ſuch that ſchool boys would be ſeverely cor- 
rected for, i in diſobeying their maſters command, 

not attending the prayers of the ſchool, or the 
publick worſhip of the Church, others trifling 


away their precious Sabbath time, in idle im- 


pertinent viſits, or being viſited, converſing 
principaly, if not wholy of the common chit | 
chat affairs of this life, that has not the leaſt ten- 
dency to promote the bonour and glory of God, 

or the ſpiritual good of each other, not having 
a taſte or reliſh for religious converſation, but 
on the contrary doing their own carnal pleaſures 
on that holy day: not calling the Sabbath a 
delight, honourable and honour him, but doing 


their own ways, finding their own pleaſures, 


ſpeaking their owa words, not delighting them- 


ſelves in the Lord. Which duty of delighting in 


the Lord, is very particularly recommended with 
moſt 


F171 
moſt excellent Wan annexed to the er. 
formance of it, as recorded in Ia. Iviii, 14. 


How many profeſſors are there that will con- 
ſtantly attend the ſervice of the Church, (El- 
pecially on the Sabbath,) who behave fo ir- 


reverently when they are there, as evidently « diſ- 
| covers they haye not the form of religion, much 
leſs poſſeſſed of the power of it; Women 
peeping between the ſticks of their fans, ſome 
looking over them, ſome of them haveing the 
indecency of chatting with each other, while 
the ſacred Epiſtles and Goſpels are read, others 
with their eyes roving round the Church, while 
they pretend to be at prayer, drawing to God 
with lip ſervice only, having their hearts far 
from God, being ſtrangers to che acceptable 
worſhip which God requires, which i is to wor- 
ſhip him in ſpirit and in truth, John iv, 24. 
Therefore nothing ſhort of this will avail any 
thing, Saying Lord have mercy on us, Chriſt 
have mercy on us, not being ſufficient. = 


The luke-warmneſs, careleſſneſs, 1 ir- 
reverence of the Church profeſſors, wakes many 
D 3 perſons 


* 38 5 
perſons who are Diſſenters, think very Ma 


different if not deſpiſe their manner of worſhip, 
and indeed if all the Laity of the Church of 
England was to attend her publick ſervice with 
that ſhocking indecency as ſome does, her ſer- 
vices would be very deſpicable, and not fit or 
proper to be join'd with by a pious conſcientious 
real Chriſtian, but bleſſed be God there are many 
of her worſhipers who behave with that de- 
cency and reverence as her ſolemn inſtitutions 
and jojunctions require, worſhiping of God in 
the beauty of holineſs, 1 
1 would humbly and earneſtly recommend 
to all the Clergy, to be zcalouſly affected, in 
this important affair, with courage to rebuke, 
both in publick and private all ſuch ſhameful bo- 
dily worſhipers, as before deſcribed; whether 
high or low rich ar poor; abſolutely declaring to 
| them that i it would be much more becoming ta 
ſtay away from attending at Church, than to 
chatter their prayers over like Jackdaws o or Mag- 
pies, who repeats what they hear, as they only da 
others gapeing and ſtareing about as if they were 

at a Poppetſhow or a Playhouſe, for J have fre- 
| quently 


is 39 ] 


quently heard. Difſenters refle& on the Church 
ſervices on theſeaccounts, but as the Church ſer- 
vices, (If reverently and decently perform'd) has 
not this tendency, it is no reaſon her ſervices ſhould 
be deſpiſed and neglected by Diſſenters on that 
account; for I have ſeen as irreverent and in- 
decent behaviour at Mecting-Houſes, among 
many perſons who conſtantly attend that way and 
manner of worſhip, as J have at the Church of 
England, And I think that a forty minute or 
an hour extempore prayer (as they term it) 
perform'd by their miniſter, in their behalf, 
has a much greater tendency to cauſe a relaxation 
of the mind, or tierſomneſs of the ſpirit, a 
| wandring thought, and careleſs behaviour at 
prayer, then a Publick Form has, eſpecially at 
| the odd behaviour and geſtures of ſome of their 
| Miniſters, when praying their long, look like 
Phariſſaical Prayers as if they ſhould be heard 
for their much ſpeaking: therefore ſuch Mi- 
| niſters would do well thoroughly to conſider and 
reflect whether ſuch long publick extempore 
prayers did not ſavour of a vain glorious oſ- 
| ; tentatian, a vain n glorious multiplication of words, 
| 2 4 | un⸗ 
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vnneceſſary tautolighes, uſeleſs impertinent n res 
petions, which they would be aſhamed to ad- 
dreſs an earthly Prince with, all vain glorious 
oſtentatian, and a multiplicity of words, by 
tautol gies, impertinent repetions, is very much 
diſapproved of by God, and condemned by 
Chriſt, when he was preaching, his moſt ex- 
cellent ſermon on the mount, Mitt. vi. 55 6, 7 
to a large audience. ä 


1 Another ſcriptural Remedy for healing and 
preventing Church Divifions, 1s that all her Lay 
| lembers, would efleem the clergy in each of 
their reſpective pariſhes; cc who labour i in the 
s* word and coarine as 'worthy of double ho- 
, * nqur, 1 ch St. Paul commands, I Tim. Ve 
7 Such worthy Clergymans relationſhip de- 
mands a more diſtinguiſhing affection, than 
What is due to their Lay Fellow Chriſtians, 
becauſe their welfare, their valuable lives, are 
of importance in tl. eir re ſpective Churches and 
pariſhes, than thote of any private Chriſtian, 
_ conſequently the Laity ſhould m.ke conſcience 
of giving them all ſuitable encouragements, by 
| 8 


4 


treating wem, with great » 8 and Reſpe&; 
and not with luke warmneſs, and indifference, 
as too many of the Laity do; who make great 
pretenſions and profeſſions of religion. Every 


Lay Member ought to have as great concern 
for their Miniſters reputation, (more particularl ly 
thoſe who diſcharge their duty faithfully) as 
their own, therefore they ſhould have an utter 
averſion and abhorrence of all ſuch baſe vile 
practiſes, as has a tendency to wound their 
characters, and render them contemptible; and 
ſo to cauſe their uſefulneſs of none effect, and 
bring a reproach on their venerable office, and 
diſturb the peace and harmony of the Church, 


Which is many times the unhappy cauſes of di- 
 yiſions | in the Church, 


No man is perfect on Earth, © for if a any _ 
4 that they have no ſin, they deceive them. 
Le ſelves, and the truth is not in them,” 1 John 
i. 8. There not being a Juſt man "_ Earth, 
10 * that doeth good, and ſinneth not,“ Ece. vin. 

Therefore a real Chriſtian will make ſomg 
. for the defects, blemiſhes and miſ- 
Wt wo carriages, | 


f = 
exrriages, of their Miniſters, if they are noi 
notorious, and habitual: but only the effects of 
inconſideration, and the almoſt unavoidable ins 
firmities of human nature. 


T hey will not be ſevere in cenfuring real 
faults, or be haſty in leſſening their affections 
to them, on account of their miſcarriages, all of 
us being fallible creatures, yea all ſinners; as the 
before recited texts aſſures us, with many others, 
Therefore Knowing ourſelves liable to the 
fame, or perhaps greater faults, and knowing 
alſo if we were to be fo week to fall into ſuch 
follys or -fins, we ſhould earneſtly deſire, and 
be very glad, mankind would judge favourably 
by us, and not immediately ſhow an averſion on 
che account of them, which would be exactly 
agreable to, and conformable with St. Pauls in- 
ſtructions, in this unhappy affair, who ſays, 
e Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, 
« ye which are ſpiritual reſtore ſuch an one in 
t the ſpirit of meekneſs; conſidering, thyſelf, 
« leſt thou,,alſo be tempted: bare. ye one 
46 another 2 buniens, and fo fulfill the law of 

« Chriſt,” 


1 1 
* Cbriſt, A Ga. vi. 1, 2. Which is the law of 
love, it is extremely evident from theſe paſſages 
of Scripture, that the wiſeſt, holieſt, the beſt 
of mankind, may be overtaken in a fault, and if 
| ſurpris'd by a ſudden temptation; for all mankind 
are partakers of the ſame fraile corrupted nature, 
and ſo liable to temptation, and danger of 
falling: therefore when any of their fellow 
| Chriſtians, more eſpecially their Miniſters, ſho'd 
make a trip through inadvertincy or ſurpriſe; 
all judicious real Chriſtians will tenderly pity 
and compaſſionate them, and to endeavour in 
the ſpirit of meekneſs to reſtore them by af- 
fectionate mild arguments, for their real good. 


A diſciple indeed of the bleſſed Jeſus is { 
meek and humble, mild and gentle, patient 2 
and forbearing; and always have an inclination 
to clemency and forgiveneſs, which renders 4] 
them lovely and amiable in ſome kind or de- 
gree, or other, to all mankind, and in a till 
higher and more exalted degree, unto ſuch as 
partake with them in the ſame Chriſtian diſ- 
polition and temper of mind, 
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There is ſomething ſo lovely, fo charming in 
kind and beneficent actions, that all perſons (ex- 
-cept-thole of a brutal ſavage nature, of a barba- 
rian extraction, or (helliſh miſſonaries,) ſorry baſe 
minded people) are exceedingly well pleaſed with 
them, though they have no immediate ſhare in 
the beneficience, but then it is to be ſuppoſed 
that ſuch actions proceed from a real love to 
mankind, and an inclination and deſire to do 


good, for if acts of kindneſs are perform'd from 
a meer ſelfiſh motive, ſelfiſh views and defigps 
only, all the beauty and excellency of them is 

loſt, no one will count them laudable, praiſe 
worthy, and ſo not to be imitated, 


Mutual good offices recipiocral kindneſs 
flowing from real Chriſtian principles, Chrif- 


tian tempers and diſpoſitions, will irreſiſtably 
make ſuch worthy ſouls very highly amiable | 
and ſo conſequently cauſe them to take the 


greateſt complacency in ſuch, theſe di- 
vine graces contains and includes a ſettled in- 


dclination to quietneſs, and peace and all good 
E 9 * 


11 
gte cdions; gentleneſs, tenderneſs and brotheily | 
love, and endeayours after itt. | 


All Teil Chriſtians can bear inſults and in- 

juries, without any very great reſentment; yea 

intirely and wholly without revenge: they are 
always inclin'd to put the very beſt conſtructions | 
upon - every action of their fellow fallibles 

\ and to make allowance for their capacities, 5 N 


their education, or their want of education, 4 
their tempers and diſpoſitions; their prediduces \ 


-and infirmities. They can impute a hard ſevere 
4 ſpeech or ſaying, to inadvertency or indiſeretion, 
and a bad action, to paſſion or miſtake, rather 


than to envy and malice: thus are real Chriſtians | 
clothed with love or charity, being Diſpoſet! 
to hide a multitude of faults, They are by no 
means of a narrow contracted ſelfiſh ſpirit, 
that inclines them to take care of themſelves, 

and their own intereſt only, but on the contrary, 
their Chriſtian principles inclines them to be 
realy ſerviſable as poſſible to all their fellow 
creatures, as their ſituation and circumſtandes in 
life will admit of; they ſeek other's Wealth 
* beſice; 
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beſides their own, agreable to It, Pauls com 


mand, 1 Cor. x. 24. 


profit and pleaſure, but at the benefit and ad- 


vantage of others, as that which edifies, or 
tends to promote holineſs in others, thus they 


Took on the things of others as their religion 
inſtruct them, Philip. xi. 4. They muſt be juſt 
and true to others reputation, as their own, and 
to regard their honour and profit as well as their 
own, this truly Catholick Chriſtian ſpirit and 
temper, has a very great tendency to promote 
univerſal happineſs among all mankind; and 
contribute much, yea very much to the healing 


of our unhappy Church Diviſions, to preſerve. 


and promote Unity, Peace, and Concord; which 
the publick prayers of our Church ſo excellently 
ſets forth as the earneſt requeſt, the ſincere de- 
fire of all Her Members: a diſintereſted real 
affection and love qualifies mankind to be be- 
neficial, uſeful in ſociety, and engages them to 
perform all acts of ſocial virtues; which cauſes 


thoſe moral pleaſures reſulting from all good 
| actions, 


That is they are not to regard their own 


and reveal d maxim, that a Kingdom divided 
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actions which infinitely exceeds all ſelfiſh gra- 
tifications, which none knows but thoſe that | 


— them. 


In civil e though there may be a 


| great many excellent laws calculated for the pu- 
blick ſecurity; yet if narrow ſelfiſh tempers and 


diſpoſitions prevaile, it will lead them to a great 


many acts of injuſtice, or at leaſt inhumanity 3 
and if there be any ſtrong ſelfiſh combination, 


ſo as to divide a community into different par= 


ties, it is eaſy to apprehend, how a ſociety may 
thereby be endangered: For it is both a natural 


againſt itſelf, cannot ſtand: but where a truly 
Catholick ſ pirit prevails it has ſuch a regatd to 


the good of the whole community, that publick 


benevolence takes place of ſelfiſh views, 


As to religious ſocieties it is ſimilar, yea ex- 


actly the very fame; all particular Churches 


that are Chriſtian, are ſo many branches of 


Chriſt's univerfal Church related to one another 


by their common Chriſtianity, juſt as particular 
| ſocieties are only different branches of the general 


0 


ſociety 
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ſociety of mankind, wherein they are related to 
one another by common humanity, and in like 
manner as civil ſocieties, whatever their diſſers 
ent forms may be, cannot be ſo perfe& or ſo 
well united as they ſhould be without thoſe hu- 
man diſpoſitions of life and kindneſs, which 
mankind owe one to another as fellow credtiires 
of the ſame nature. 80 Chriſtian Churches 
however diſtinguiſhed from each other by dif- 
ferent rules of government, different modes of 
worſhip, cannot any of them poſſible maintain 
a thorough peace and union among themſelves 
without that love and affection, that amiable 
univerſal duty of charity be exerciſed; which i3 
due unto all who partake with them, 'iti what 
is properly and truly common chriſtianity, charity 
or in other words real love and affection, Chrif< 
tian friendſhip, which is the only cementation, th 
true band that unite all the Diſciples indeed, 
of the bleſſed Jeſus; a and renders them a com- 
pleat perfect body: for this grand ſalutary end 
Chriſt came into our World, who loved the 
Church, with ſuch an exalted love, as even 
aſtoniſti d all the Angelick Hoſt; who though 
yery 


1 Þ 


very deſirous to pry into it, was utterly un- 
able. He having given himſelf for it, That 
e he might ſanctify and cleanſe it with the 
«© waſhing of water by the word, that he might 
«c preſent it to himſelf a glorious Church, not 
e having ſpot or wrinkle, or any ſuch thing, 
* but that it ſhould be holy, and without 
ce blemiſh,” Eph, v. 25, 26, 27. And as 
a means hereunto he gave ſome Apoſtles; 
and ſome Prophets, and ſome Evangeliſts, and 
ſome Paſtors and Teachers, for the perfecting 
of the Saints, for the work of the miniſtry, for 
the edifying of the body of Chriſt: till we all 
come in the unity of the faith, and of the 
knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect 
man, unto the meaſure of the ſtature of the 
fulneſs of Chriſt, Epheſians iv. 11, 12, 13. And 
how and in what manner Chriſtians may arrive 
at this moſt deſirable perfection, St. Paul adds 
in verſes 15 and 16. But ſpeaking the truth 
in love (or rather as it ought to be tranſlat- 
« ed in our Engliſh Tongue, Being real or 
« true in love) may grow up into him in all 
"M0 things, which is the head, even Chriſt: from 

9 whom 


n 


E 
* whom this whole body fitly joined together, 
* and compacted by that which every joint ſup- 
« plieth, according to the effectual working in 
the meaſure of every part, maketh increaſe 
« of the body, unto the edifying of itſelf in 


3 love.“ And in the 3d. verſe of this chapter 


St. Paul ſtiles, love the bond of peace, which 
very clearly intimates what idea he intended to 


convey to the Coloſſians, when he recom- 


mended it to them above all other graces; to 
put on charity the bond of perfectneſs Coloſs. 
ni. 14. Therefore it is exceeding evident that 
from this Phraſe and ſuch like paſſages of holy 
writ, juſtly and properly explained by com- 


_ paring them with one another. That chari- 


ty, or love and affection, is the great center 
of unity, for all Chriſtian Churches. Which 
is contrary to the Tenets of the Church of 
Rome, who is ſo unchriſtianly wicked, fo auda- 


ciouſly impudent, as to anathematize all Chri- 


ſtian Churches, who do not believe in Her ſtupid | 


Infallibility, in Her ſenſeleſs (ſelf evident) redi- 
culous Doctrine of Tranſubſtantiation. 


All 


THY 

All Chriſtian Churches thatAgree andUnite to- 
gether in real Love and Charity are truly Catholick 
(making allowance for the prediduces of educati- 
on cuſtom &c. whatever elſe they differ in) they 
much more diſcover the unity of the body, then 
if there were the greateſt Unity of opinion, with, 
a difference, in love and affection. 


The greateſt bleſſing Chriſt wiſhes his fol- 
lowers in this world, is a ſtrict union among 
themſelves, and this as their higheſt perfection at 
preſent, for thus he earneſtly prayed for them 
Holy father, keep through thine own name 
thoſe whom thou haſt given me, that they may 
be one, as we are, John xvii. ii. and at the 20, 

21, and 22 verſes, declares he does not pray. 
for them alone, but for them alſo that be- 
lieve in him through their word; that they may 
be all one: as God and him was one, that the 


World may believe that God had ſent him.“ 


Mankind united together by hearty ſincere love 
and affection, mutualy improving every oppor- 
"ve of doing each other acts of benefcence, 
- 4 E 2 real 


1 
real kindneſs, all friendly offices, there the moſt 
carthly perfect happineſs is to be found, for the 
greateſt pleaſure as well as the higheſt virtues 
of this preſent fluQuating ſtate, conſiſts in the 
kind, benevolent, charitable, Chriſtian, offices 
of ſocial life, real gocdneſs to each other. 


Therefore it is for the encouraging and pro- 
moting a temper of love that all ſpiritual means 
and motives are deſign'd and ſet forth by the 
word of God, as neceſſary thereunto. 


The exquiſite unſpeakable glorious happineſsin 
Heaven, throughout the ſacred volume is repre- 
ſented and deſcribed as a ſocial one: the inhabi- 
tants of that celeſtial City, are one Grand Mag- 
nificient Society, Incorporated under the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, their head, and as a community of 
happineſs which is renderd compleat by the hap- 
py ſpirits, mutualy rejoycing in each others 
felicity, perpetualy converſing together in fel- 

lowſhips of Joy unutterable. 


Theyare all united in their aims and views, they 
have no manner of ſeperate intereſt to purſue but 


all 


ES 


all combine in the ſame grateful work of ſear-- 


ching out and contemplating, admiring, adoring 
the diſcoverable Beauties, Excellencys, and Glo- 
| rys of the Deity, and in rendering all Glory, 
Honour, and Praiſe, unto him that fits upon the 
Throne, and unto the Lamb for ever and ever. 


If we have therefore any juſt regard for our | 


welfare we ought gratefully to acknowledge the 
goodneſs and kindneſs of God to us, in his en- 
joining us that to be our duty, which has the gra- 
teſt tendency to our happineſs, conſequently it is 
the indiſputable intereſt, both of Miniſters and 
People, very carefully to attend to, and cultivate 
this Glorious Duty of unfeign'd love and affec. 


tion to each other, every individual ſoul in 


their reſpective pariſhes, in particular, and to 
all mankind in general, always promoting this 
glorious Chriſtian duty of charity, or love, 
which never faileth ; 1 Cor: xiii. 8. It being an 
everlaſting quality and imployment ; even to the 
endleſs ages of eternity, 9 


God's deſign in all diſcoveries he have made 
of himſelf, is, that his reaſonable creatures 
E 3 | ſhould 


7 
"12 
4 
. 
5 
1 
1 
LY 
We, 
od 
x3 
* 
WY 
.. 
: 
26 
3 
* 
* 1 
tf 
W. / 
FS 
— * 0 
N 
17 
70 
. 
2 
1 
Tr 
IK 
fy * 
5 
f 
ts 
13? 
1 
57 
"Fs 
45 
23 
| *43 
* ut 
© þ 
di 
My 
#7 
þ 
* 
DA 
1 
TS 
6 
d * 
U 
* 
28 
1 
: 9 
4 
2) 
1 
* 
y 
i 
- 
| 
* 


" 
7 
5 
. 
a 


> T9 

ſhould become as like him as poſſible: of all 
the characters of the Deity, there is none more 
_ viſible, either in the Book of Univerſal Nature, 
and Revelation, or Declaration; than His Rich 
Grace, His univerſal benevolence toall mankind, 
and his particular * in thoſe which 
are good. 


God is love, an inconceiveable fountain of ne- 
ver failing goodneſs, and all his diſpenſations to- 
Wards mankind, do evidently, yea demonſtra- 
tively declare him to be ſuch. 


| Thus be firſt created all things from no o- 
ther motive than his own inclination to com- 
municate of his Soodneſß unto others; and he 
ill preſerves his creatures in being, furniſhing 
out all their accomodations which be ſuitable 
to their ſtate and rank, that he may fully 
anſwer his own benevolent inclination, who in- 


ti mates unto us, his Reaſonable creatures how he 
continually delights in doing good, and how 


much it is his will that they ſhould imitate him, 


and by mutual love and charity to promote each 
others individual happineſs. By thus acting 
e "+ mankind 


t $5 þ 


mankind reſembles their Heavenly Father in 
all his moral perfections, as the Bleſſed Jeſus 
juſtly argu'd in his moſt excellent Sermon on 
the Mount, Matt. v. 44. to the end. And if 
the bounties of God's providence diſcover unto 


mankind ſo much goodneſs for their. imitation, 


how much ſtronger is the example of His gene- 


rous difinterefted love which he has ſo plentifully 
poured down upon them, as that of his unſpeak- 
able Rich Grace which came by Jeſus Chriſt. 
The whole procedure of which, was an un- 
doubted evidence of the ſtrongeſt love. Even 
a love to Enemics, and fo exceeding beneficial 
to them, as to lay a ſolid foundation, not only 
for their eſcaping eternal miſery, but for theic 
obtaining a Bleſſed moſt Glorious immortality 


| everlaſting happineks, ; Joys unutterable. 


It was the rediculous ambition of our firſt 
Progenitors to covet a likeneſs to their Creator 
in His natural perfections but were it poſſible to 
be attained by us, in the degree they defir'd it, 


yet it would not be any ſuch glory or benefit to 


us, in compariſon with what is a reſemblance 
to _ in his moral perfections, for the 
Ed - | Higheſt 


1 1 


higheſt natural excellency would be of no value, 


while there were no moral perfections to direct 
how they ſhould be employ d: And infinite 
knowledge and power, without juſtice and 
goodneſs, would be only a capacity of * 
infinite miſchief. 


An imitation therefore of Gods moral Ex- 
cellencies is the only thing that can make our 
natural powers of any real uſe or value, The 


only thing that can raiſe our nature to that de- 


gree of perfection or happineſs they are capable 
of. Since then the goodneſs and love of God 
ſhines more brilliant then all the other of his 
moral characters, and render all his excellencies 
more amiable to his creatures, our imitating him 
in what is his greateſt Glory, muſt be our 
n privilege, and our higheſt honour, 


All mankind that is in reality poſſeſs'd of 
Gods moral perfections, cannot be miſera- 
| ble, therefore whoever bears the greateſt re- 
ſemblance to him, muſt next to him, be of 
all other Beings the moſt happy. An unfeign'd 
love, tervent charity to all our fellow creatures, 
| eſpe· 


1 
ſpecially to thoſe of the houſhold of Falch, 
(vital chriſtians) will raiſe mankind to the neareſt 
reſemblance of God who is love. Thus the 
beloved Diſciple of Chriſt poſitively aſſures us, 
that although no man hath ſeen God at any 
time, yet if we love one another, God dwelleth 
in us, and his love is perfected in us, 1 John iv 
12. God the ſon the incarnate Deity, the bright- 


neſs of his Fathers Glory and the expreſs image 


of his perſon, who thought it no robery to be 
equal with God, gave to mankind a very emi- 
nent pattern and example of love and charity, 
while he dwelt in His Tabernacle of Fleſh, 
for he continually went aboutdoing good, both to 
the Soulsand Bodys of his Reaſonable Creatures, 
and after a tedious painful courſe of ſuffering, 
he gave his life a ranſom for many, Matt. xx. 
28. Yea for all Believers that they might not 
periſh but have everlaſting life, John iii. 15. 6. 
This rich unfathomable degree of love, mankind 
cannot come up to, but according to the mea- 
ſures of their ability they ought to be followers 
of Chriſt in doing all the good to their fellow 
creatures, that their capacity, ſituation and cir- 
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cumſtances in life will admit of. The want 
of this Divine Grace among the members of 
religious ſocieties, intercepts, that union among 
them which is neceſſary, and ſo is the prin- 
cipal means or cauſe of diviſions and diſcord, 
lukewarmnefs, and indifference to each other 
and frequently of hatred and malice, making 
them the children of the devil. Therefore the 
only genuine remedy for healing of the un- 
happy diviſions in the Church of England, par- 
ticular of the people called Methodiſts; is that all 
the Clergy of the Church of England would 


each Reſide in their reſpective Pariſhes and do 


all the good both to the ſouls and bodys of all 
their pariſhoners poſſible, To be ſure and 
e beware of coveteouſnes, to be blameleſs as 
e the ſtewards of God, not ſelf willed, not ſoon 
« angry, not given to wine, no ſtriker, not 
te given to filthy lucre: but a lover of good 
«« men, ſober, juſt, holy, temporate,” holding 
faft the faithful word as the Holy Scriptures 
teaches that they may be able by ſound Doc- 
trine both to exhort and convince gain-fayers, 
Titus 


1 
Titus i. 8. 9. Warning the unrulx, 


comforting the feeble minded Chriſtian; ſup- 


porting the week, patient to all men.” Not 


| ſhunning to declare unto them all the coun- 


cel of God, taking heed unto themſelves, 
and to all the flock (over which all the clergy 
in prieſt orders, declare before they was ordained 


as ſuch, that the Holy Spirit moved them there- 


unto to be overſecers, which if true they will feed 


the Church of God) which he hath purchaſed 
with his own blood, Acts xx. 28. Feeding Chriſts 
ſheep and lambs with the ſincere milk of the 


word of God, ſpeaking the truth in love, that 
they, may grow up in him in all things growing in 
Grace and in the knowledge of our Lord and Sa- 
viour Jeſus Chriſt, which is the undoubted duty 
of every Goſpel Miniſter to endeavour to do 
all in his power to promote, Therefore well 
might St. Paul fay,. * Who are ſufficient for 


theſe things, 2 Cor. ii. 16.“ As therefore a 
.Clergyman's duty is ſo difficult laborious, each in- 


dividual member of the Church of England would 


act a very wiſe part to be exceedingly careful 
to live up to the excellent rules and injunctions, 


to 


. 

and to behave in every reſpect to all his faith- 
ſul Miniſters, (thoſe who do in reality labour 
in word and doctrine,) as thoſe who are worthy 
of Double Honour: And as they preach the 
Goſpel, it is their undoubted right and due 
they ſhould live of the Goſpel, as Chriſt the 
Lord hath ordained, 1 Cor. ix. 14. There- 
fore as they ſow unto you ſpiritual things 
they ſhould reap of you carnal or temporal 
things, ver. 11, Conſequently it is the indiſ- 
penſible duty of all the members of Chriſts 
Church, to provide for all the real Miniſters of 
Jeſus Chriſt, (who take pains to inſtruct their 
_ pariſhioners who feeds the Flocks of Chriſt,) 
with a comfortable ſubſiſtance according as 
themſelves and families requites; not only 


to have the abſolute neceſſaries of life, 
but their conveniencies alſo; that they may be 
enabled to eat their bread withjoy, and 
drink their wine with a merry heart, Ecc. 
ix, 7. If theſe ditections and commands 
of holy writ, were punctually complied with, 
both by the Clergy and Laity of the Church 
of England, they would moſt aſſuredly prove 
infalliable 


11 
Infallible Remedies for healing all her unhappy 
diviſions. Therefore I conclude with the Collect 
appointed (for the fifth Sunday after Trinity,) 
by the compilers of our excellent Forms of 
publick Prayer, for the Church of Englands 
Rational, Social, Pious, Beveficial n 
Of Almighty | God. 


1 Grant O Lord we beſeech thee that the 
« courſe of this world may be fo peaceably or- 
« dered by thy governance, that thy Church 
may joyfully ſerve thee in all godly quictneſs, 
through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Anen. 


0 


* 


* 


N. B. The Author, moſt b "I" the Clergyof 
the Church of England, by no means to think, or imagine 
that he intends any Reflection on any particular Perfon or 
Perſons among them, much leſs on the whole Body, no one 
having a higher Regard or greater Value for that uſeful, 
Neceſlary, Venerable Society, than he has, who would be 
exceeding glad-that each Individual Clergy of the Church of 
England would behave and act, as becomes the more im- 
mediate Diſciples of their Lord and Maſter, (the Meck and 
Humble Jeſus) as Spiritual Shepherds and Labourers, Goſpel 
Workmen that need not be aſhamed rightly deviding the 
word of Truth, then all Diſſentions or Diviſions from our 
excellent Church would ceaſe, or at leaft be very unreaſona- 
ble, if not Highly Criminal which are the Real Sentiments, of 
all the Clergy of the Church of Englands moſt Obedient 
Humble Servant at Command, in the Service of Promot- 
ing the Glorious cauſe of Chrift. 


Landon, WWhit-Tueſday Epward Gorprxr. Sex, 
08 5th, 1759- . 
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© A PRAYER, 

For thoſe Clergymen who are Conſci- 
ous, they love Mammon and Carnal 


Enjoy ments, more than Spiritual Riches, 
or Divine Pleaſures, that of doing 


* to the Souls and Bodies of Their 
Pariſhioners. 

A [ET Ged, I bumbly beſeech thee to give 
me Grace, that I may: follow the example of 
Chriſt and His Immediate Diſciples, iobom he com- 
miſſioned to preach his Goſpel, who made it their 
only employment to do good to the Souls and Bodys 
of mankind, be pleas d to enlighten my underſiand- 
ing by thy Holy Spirit, thal Imay not leave all ny 
Religion at Church, or to honour Thee with lip ſer- 
vice ouly ; but with my "whole heart, might and 
Rlrength, endeavour to bring Glory to Thee in do- 


ing all poſſible good beth to the Souls and Bodys of 
my Fellow Creatures, particularly to my pariſhon- 
ers; that T may be Rich in Good Works ready to 
diſtribute, avilling to communicate, both temporal 
and ſpiritual food, as my circumſtances and capa- 
City will admit of, enable me to E/chero all thoſe 
things, that are incenſiſtent with or contrary to 
my Holy pr ofeſſion, as a Miniſter of the meek and 
tumble Jeſus, and to prattiſe all ſuch excellent 


things as are agreeable to the fame. Amen. 


fe 1 
For ſuch Perſons to make uſe of, who 
takes the Name of God in Vain (or hear 
others do it,) and who in their general 
Converſation are Vain and Empty 
Irreligious. 


0 Thou Almighty Creator, P reſerver and Bene- 
Factor, thou knoweſt my down ſitting and mine 


upriſing, thou underſtandeſi my thoughts afar off, 

| Thou compaſſeth my path, and my lying down, and 
art acquainted with all my ways, for there is not a 
word in my Tongue, but lo, O Lord thou knoweft it 
all together, therefore I beg of Thee, Ever to retain 
in ny mind, a Reverential ſenſibility of thy Omni- 
cience, that I may dread to ſpeak or act contrary 
to thy commands, particularly of takeing thy 
Name in Vain, (it being the moſt inexcuſable of 
«ll Sins, not being tempted to it either by profit or 
pleaſure) which I bumbly acknowledge, 1 have too 
Frequently done, and for which T ſincerely beg 
forgiveneſs in and through the meritorious blood 
of Chriſt, likewiſe for trifling away innumerabl: 
precious moments, in ſpeaking and hearing unedi- 
i ng diſcourſe, which had not the leaſt tendenc 'y 
to improve my mind, but to defile it; give me 
therefore Grace: that no corrupt communication 
may ever proceed out of my mouth, but that which 
Is good to the uſe of eaifying, that it may miniſter 


Grace. 
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Grace unto the'Hearers, and becaufe through the 


weehneſs of my mortal nature, I can do no good. 
thing without thee, grant me the aſſiſtance of thy 


Holy Spirit, that I may keep all thy command- 
ments, and do all in my power to excite my bre- 
thren to do the ſame, that I may in any wife re- 
puke my Neighbour (in the ſpirit of meekneſs) 
and not ſuffer Sin upon him, particularly of the 
moſt ſhccking heinous Sin of taking thy moſt pure 
and holy Name in Vain, though it may be Perſons 
of the higbeſt order and rank among mankind, or 
thoſe on whom T bave the greateſt wordiy depen- 
dence, O that T may not be Audious to pleaſe 
mankind to the detriment of their and, my awn pre- 
cious never dying Soul, thy well beloved Son hav- 
ing aſſured us we cannot ſerve God and Mammon. 


« Bleſſed Lord who haſt cauſed all Holy Scrip- 
ture to be writeen for our Learning, grant that I 
may in ſuch wiſe Hear, Read, Marl, Learn, 

= inwardly digeſt them; that by patience and 
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x* aich thou haſt given us in our Saviour Je es 
« Chrifl, Amen, 


comfort of thy Holy word I may embrace and 
ever bold faſt the Bleſſed hope of everlaſting life 
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